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NIRMANKAYA :Literally, a 'transformed body’, yet it is a state not having any objective 
existence. As a Nirmankaya, the man leaves behind him only his physical body, and retains 
every other 'principle' save the kamic one because he has annihilated this for ever from his 
nature, during life, and it can never be resurrected in his post-mortem state. 

The third great vesture in northern Buddhism assumed by Buddhas who would reincarnate 
to save the world. The path of those adepts who remain the Guardian Wall of humanity. 
They do not give up their permanent atoms (nuclei of the bodies which operate on different 
planes), so that they can, when needed, appear into physical form at will. This term is also 
used loosely for the whole hierarchy of adepts who remain in physical form to help and 
guide the world. 

NRITTI :Death and destruction personified as a goddess. Regent of the southwestern 
quarter. The presiding deity of Moolam, the 19th asterism. 

NIRUKTA :Vedic glossary of difficult words. The only work of the kind now known is that 
of Yaska, a predecessor of Panini, the Sanskrit grammarian. Nirukta consists of three parts, 
viz., (i) Naighantuka, a collection of synonyms; (ii) Naigama, a collection of words peculiar 
to the Vedas, and (iii) Daivata, words relating to deities and sacrifices. 

NIRVANA :Liberation from the cycle of involuntary births and deaths. Reunification with 
the Supreme Spirit. In Buddhism, absolute extinction of the individual from his earthly 
existence and merging the individual's separate consciousness with the universal life force. 
In Vedantic philosophy it corresponds to Kaivalyam. 

NISHEKHA LAGNA :The ascendant of the moment of impregnation leading to conception. 
NOCTURNAL SIGNS :The zodiacal signs powerful during night. The first four zodiacal 
signs from Aries, and the 9th and 10th signs are nocturnal ones whereas the others are 
diurnal signs. 


NRIPA YOGA :A planetary combination formed by the lord of Navamsa sign of ascendant 
associated with the lord of Moon sign and the lord of the 10th house aspecting it. An 
individual born under this combination occupies a very high status in society and is much 
renowned. The Yoga fructifies early in life. 

NUTATION :It is that part of the precessional motion of the pole of Earth's equator which 
depends upon the periodic motion of Sun and Moon in their orbit round Earth. The 
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periodic oscillation observed in the precession of Earth's axis and the precession of the 
equinoxes. It is periodic in nature equal to a 19-year cycle. 

NYASA :Assignment of various parts of the body to different deities usually accompanied 
with prayers and corresponding gesticulations. 

NYAYA :|[justice]. One of the six systems of Indian philosophy founded by Sage Gautama 
(not to be confused with Gautam Buddha). A system of philosophy based on logical 
deductions based on a complete set of syllogisms. It consists of Pratigya (promise), Hetu 
(causation), Udaharana (example), Upanaya (application of special case in question), 
Nigamana (quotation of a word from the Vedas, or the conclusion of a syllogism, 
deduction). 

OBHAYACHARI YOGA :A planetary combination formed by planets, other than Moon, 
situated on both sides of Sun. It makes the individual well proportioned, handsome, skilled 
and effective in many undertakings, full of enthusiasm, tolerant, and balanced in approach 
even to complicated problems. Such a person is affluent like a king, enjoys good health and 
possesses all good things in life. 

OCCULTATION :Eclipse of a heavenly body by another planet, 

OJA :Odd, uneven. 

0M :A word of solemn invocation. It is used at the commencement of a prayer, religious 
ceremonies, and while remembering deities. It consists of three letters a, u, m, and is said to 
contain mystic powers worthy of deepest meditation. 

OOCHABALA :Strength assigned to an exalted planet. 

ORIENTAL :Easterly. In astrology, it refers to the eastern half of the cusp of the ascendant. 
The planets situated immediately before the rising Sun. Such planets possess exceptional 
strength. 

OWNERSHIP, PLANETARY :Ownership of zodiacal signs and asterisms by different 
planets. (See Planets, Asterisms) 

PADA :Feet; base; quarter. 

PADA LAGNA :A term used mainly in Jaimini Astrology. It is determined as follows: Find 
out the position (the house) in which the lord of the ascendant is posited. Count the number 
of houses the ascendant lord is posited away from the ascendant sign. The house situated, 
the same number of houses away from this sign is known as Pada Lagna. (See Arudha 
Lagna) 

PADMA :Lotus. A symbol of perfection. One of the nine treasures of Kubera (q.v.). A mode 
of sexual embrace or coitus. 

PADMA-NIDHI KARAKA :Venus, the planet producing material prosperity and sensual 
gratification. 

PADMA YOGA :A planetary combination formed by the lords of the 9th house from 
ascendant and from Moon situated together in the 7th house from Venus. Individuals born 
with this stellar configuration are very happy, live in luxury and are engaged in auspicious 
activities. After the age of fifteen years, they are granted favors by the state and elders. 
PAKA RASI :Dvara Rasi . 

PAKSHIN YOGA :A planetary combination produced by all planets in the 4th and 10th 
houses. It makes the individual a bearer of messages; he may even be an ambassador. He 
would be quarrelsome and always traveling. 

PANAPHARA :The houses next to cardinal houses, viz., 2nd, 5th, 8th, and 11th houses. 
PANCHA MAHABHUTAS :The five primary elements, viz., Prithvi (earth), Jala or Apas 
(water), Tejas or Agni (fire), Vayu (air), and Akasha (space or ether). 

PANCHA MAHAPURUSHA YOGA :Planetary combinations formed by non-luminaries, 
viz., Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, and Saturn in their own sign or in exaltation, 
occupying a cardinal house. Each of these nonluminaries forms the yoga singly, and each of 
them has a separate name and effect. Ruchaka yoga is formed by such a placement of Mars 
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Bhadra by mercury, Hamsa by Jupiter, Malavya by Venus, and Sasa Yoga by Saturn. They 
produce the following results: 

Ruchaka Yoga: Strong physique, well versed in ancient love, conforms to tradition and 
customs, and becomes famous. Such an individual also becomes wealthy, lives for long, and 
leads a group of men or an army. 

Bhadra Yoga: Strong physique with a lion-like face. The individual is helpful to relatives 
and attains a high intellectual eminence. 

Hamsa Yoga: A righteous person, graceful in appearance, considerate, devoted to gods and 
higher life, and ritualistic in religious observances. 

Malavya Yoga: Essentially a family person, preoccupied with domestic responsibilities and 
surrounded by children and grandchildren. He possesses personal vehicle, residential house, 
and other necessities of life. 

Sasa Yoga: Sensuous, occultist, leader of non-traditional and anti-social elements. Fearless 
and capable of performing arduous deeds. 

PANCHA SIDDHANTIKA :An ancient treatise written by Varahamihir on astronomy 
giving guidelines for working out details of eclipses and similar occurrences. It indicates the 
effect of planetary ownership of the year, month and day. It discusses the views of several 
other writers as well. 

PANCHA TATTWAS :The 5 elements (See Pancha Bhutas) The Pancha Tattwas of the 
tantriks are called Pancha Makaras; they all begin with Ma-sound, e.g., Madya 
(intoxicants), Mansa (flesh), Matsya (fish), Mudra (money), and Maithuna (coitus). 
PANCHVARGEEYA BALA :The fivefold strength of planets that depends upon (1) 
strength of exaltation (Oochabala), (2) Saptavarga Bala or the sevenfold strength derived 
from Rasi, Hora, Drekkan, Saptamsa, Navamsa, Dwadasamsa, and Dirimsamsa, (3) Odd- 
even zodiacal sign position, (4) Drekkan position, and (5) House position based on whether 
the planets are situated in cardinal house having full strength, Panphara (q.v.) with half 
strength, and Apoklima (q.v.) having quarter strength. 

PANCHSWARA CHAKRA :A table indicating the first letter of one's name and the 
auspicious or otherwise nature of different lunar tithis (dates), days, and asterisms for him. 
The table indicates five types of relationships, viz., Baal (child)-Swara; Kumar (youth)- 
swara; Yuva (adult) swara; Vridha (old age)-swara, and Mrita (dead)-swara. The result of 
any work begun on any date, day, etc. can be predicted according to these relationships. 
PANDAVAS :The five sons of Pandu, the king of Hastinapur. They are Yudhishtra, Bhima, 
Arjuna, Nakula, and Sahadeva, who were the heroes of the Mahabharata. They were 
related to Krishna on their maternal side. Draupadi was their common wife, though some of 
them had other wives as well. Each of these heroes are also linked with different planetary 
deities. 

PAPAKARTRI YOGA :Malefic planets flanking any house or a planet. It destroys the 
auspicious nature of the same and imparts malefic influence. The house or the planet thus 
afflicted does not prosper. 

PARAABHAVA :The 40th year in a cycle of 60 Samvatsara (q.v.). It is ruled by Vishnu. 
Persons born during this year are afflicted with unspecified fear are timid, irreligious, and 
deceitful. 

PARALLEX :Apparent displacement of an observed object due to the difference between 
two points of view. It occurs due to a celestial body being observed from the surface instead 
of the center of Earth; it causes diurnal or geocentric parallax. It may also occur due to an 
object being observed from the earth instead of Sun, which causes annual or heliocentric 
parallax. 

PARASHARA :A patronymic. A Vedic sage to whom many hymns of the Rig Veda are 
attributed. He was a disciple of Kapila, received Vishnu Purana from Pulashya, and taught 
it to Maitreya. He was a writer on Dharma Shastra, a textbook on law. By his relationship 
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with Satyavati, he fathered Krishna Dwaipayana, who was also known as Vedavyasa. Some 
legends describe Parashara as a son of Vashishtha. Speculations are rife that Parashara, 
who lived sometime between 1391 and 575 B.C. authored a classic on astrology, presently 
known as Brihata Parashara Hora, besides several other works on the subject. 
PARASURAMA :Rama with an axe. A celebrated Brahman warrior, son of Jamadagni, a 
descendant of Bhrigu. Parasurama was a great devotee of Shiva and was considered the 
sixth avatara of Vishnu. He appeared at the beginning of the Treta Yuga. Like his father, 
Parasurama was anger incarnate, yet he was very obedient to his father. It is said that his 
father once wanted his wife Renuka to be beheaded because she had entertained an impure 
thought. None of his sons except Parasurama obeyed him. When his father's anger 
subsided, he granted Parasurama a boon for his obedience. The kindhearted son begged 
that his mother be restored to life (again), which the father granted readily. On another 
occasion, when the son of Karatavirya killed Jamadagni, Parasurama vowed to extricate 
the entire Kshatriya race. He is said to have done so twenty-one times. He was defeated by 
Rama (q.v.). Parasurama is one of the seven chiranjivis, the immortals, and is believed to be 
still performing penance at a (mythical) mountain called Mahendra, where he is supposed 
to have been visited by Arjuna. 

PARIBHRAMANA :Rotation. 

PARIKRAMANA :Revolution. 

PARIDHAWI :The 46th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsara (q.v.). It is ruled by Rudra. 
Persons born during this year are mentally weak, lethargic, itinerant, and devoted to gods 
and holy places. 

PARIJATA YOGA :A planetary combination related with the position of the ascendant 
lord. If the lord of the sign where the ascendant lord is situated, or if the lord of the 
navamsa where the lord of the sign in which the ascendant lord is situated is placed in a 
cardinal or trine house, Parijata Yoga is formed. It makes the person born under it a 
sovereign, destined to be happy during the middle or the later part of his life. Such a person 
is respected by other kings. He is fond of wars, possesses immense wealth, is mindful of his 
duties towards the state, and is compassionate in disposition. 
PARIVARTAN/ANYONYASTAYA :Exchange of Lords between two zodiacal signs. 
PARIVESH :One of the invisible satellites. (See Dhuma) 

PARIVRAJYA YOGA :Planetary combination for asceticism. Some important ascetic 
yogas are as follows: 

(1) Four or more planets in strength occupying a single house with Raja Yoga (q.v.) present 
in the horoscope. The type of asceticism depends upon the strongest planet in the 
combination. Mars produces Sakyas who worshipped Devi, the goddess of power; Mercury 
produces Jeevikas who worshipped Vishnu, the preserver of the universe; Jupiter makes 
the person a Bhikshu, a mendicant, -professing Samkhya philosophy. Moon makes 
Vriddhas who believe in Supreme God and go around begging alms with a skull-like pot. 
Saturn produces Nirgranthas who roam naked like the Nagas (q.v.); and Sun makes a 
person Vanyasana who believe in simple living and high thinking, possessing high intellect 
and is spiritually developed. 

(2) The lord of Moon sign with no aspect on itself, aspects Saturn; or Saturn aspects the 
lord of the sign occupied by Moon which is also weak. 

(3) Moon occupies drekkan (q.v.) of Saturn and is expected by it. Such an individual 
renounces the world and mundane relationships. 

(4) Moon occupies the navamsa of Saturn or Mars, and is expected by Saturn. Such a 
person is disenchanted with mundane existence and leads the life of a recluse. 

(5) Jupiter, Moon and the ascendant expected by Saturn, and Jupiter occupying the 9th 
house in the horoscope make a person born in Raja Yoga a holy and illustrious founder of a 
system of philosophy. 
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(6) Saturn unaccepted by a planet occupies the 9th House and there is Raja Yoga in the 
horoscope. The combination will make the individual enter a, holy order and become a lord 
of men. 

PARS FORTUNA /PART OF FORTUNE :A magnetic point as many degrees away from 
the rising degree of an ascendant as Moon is from Sun for daytime births, counting from 
Sun in the direction of the signs, and of Sun from Moon for night time births. Pars Fortuna 
reversed, i.e., counting from Moon to Sun in order of the signs and then marking it at the 
same distance from the rising degree of the ascendant is known as Pars Spirits. 
PARTHIWA :The 19th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsara (q.v.) ruled by Brahma. Persons 
born during this year are great devotees of Shiva and Brahma. They are philanthropists, 
graceful, and religious. 

PARVAT YOGA :Planetary combinations of this name are of two kinds. First, benefices in 
a cardinal house from Ascendant, and 6th and 8th houses either posited by benefices or 
vacant. Second, the Ascendant lord and the 12th house lord both in cardinal houses from 
each other, and expected by friendly planets. Persons born under these combinations are 
very fortunate, fond of learning different subjects, charitable and considerate. They become 
political or social leaders. They, however, have a great attraction for women. 

PARVATI :Consort of Lord Shiva. Mother of Skandha (q.v.) and Ganesha. An embodiment 
of female cosmic creative potential. 

PASHA YOGA :(See Sankhya Yoga). Individuals born under it earn much money and are 
very skilled, and respected. 

PATANJALI :[Pata = fallen; Anjali = palm]. The founder of Yoga philosophy. His Yoga 
Sutras is still a classic on the subject. He is also the author of Mahabhashya, a celebrated 
commentary on the grammar of Panini. He is supposed to have lived around 700 B.C. A 
legend accounting for his name represents that he fell as a small snake from heaven into the 
palm of Panini. 

PATYAMSA :A term used in calculating annual horoscope. (See Krisamamsa) 

PAVAKA :Purifying solar fire. (See Agni) 

PHALGUNI, PURVA :The 11th asterism. extending from 1330 20' to 1460 40' of the zodiac. 
Its primary attribute is tamasic (q.v.). It is ruled by Venus, its presiding deity is Bhaga, the 
god of fortune and bliss. The asterism is classified as a Brahmin by caste, a rat by species, a 
man by temperament, a forest dweller by the animal type. It is related with the northern 
direction and is symbolized by a couch, a platform or a fireplace. 

The asterism produces intense thirst for sentient experiences; its motivating impulse is 
kama . Those who are still on Pravritti Marg , will be led to debauchery, gambling, and 
black magic under its impact, while those who are on the Nivritti Marg (q.v.), come to 
possess self-discipline and regulation of their psychomental proclivities. 

PHALGUNI, UTTARA :The 12th asterism extending from 1460 40' to 1600 00' of the 
zodiac. Its primary attribute is tamas . Its presiding deity is Aryaman, the god who inspires 
the seeker for spiritual illumination. The asterism is classified as a warrior by class, cow by 
species, man by temperament, and forest dweller as animal type for its first quarter and 
human for the next three quarters. It is related with the eastern direction. It is symbolized 
by a small bed. 

The asterism imparts the urge for liberation, moksha (q.v.) as its motivating impulse. It 
provides ambition and even the desire to resort to Tantric methods for controlling nature's 
finer forces for one's personal objectives. Those who are evolving on spiritual lines may 
succeed under its impact to uncover much of their latent faculties. 

PINDA DASA :A system of planetary ruler ship. Under this system, whichever of Sun and 
Moon is stronger has its first dasa followed by the planets posited in cardinal houses in 
respect to it, then comes the ruler ship of planets in Panphara (q.v.) and in the last the 
planets located in Apoklima . 
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PITRIS :Ancestors; the progenitors of mankind. They are of seven kinds, three without any 
form and four with forms. The incorporeal ones are called Vairajas, Agnishwattas, and 
Barishads; the corporeal ones are Sakalas or Sakalins, Angirasas, Suswadhas, and 
Somapus. (They are also called by some other names.) Pitris are departed forefathers to 
whom Pindas (balls of rice and flour) and water are offered at their death anniversaries. 
The ten Prajapatis (q.v.) are also known as Pitris. Some Pitris are also related with life on Moon. 
PITTA :Bile; one of the hum ours of the body, others being kapha (phlegm) and vayu (air). 
PLANETS :A planet is a non-luminous globe of relatively small mass, revolving round a 
star, a globe of incandescent gas. The only planets of which there is any knowledge are those 
in the solar system. There are nine planets in this system, viz., Mercury, Venus, Earth, 
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune and Pluto, arranged according to their distance 
from the central star of this system, viz., Sun. In astrological studies, Earth is not taken into 
account, but Sun and Moon (which is a satellite of Earth) are included. The Vedic astrology 
does not include the trans-Saturnian planets, viz., Uranus (also known as Herschel), 
Neptune and Pluto, but it includes the Nodes of Moon, viz., Rahu and Ketu, for 
prognostication purposes. These planets are divided into two well-marked groups: the inner 
consists of three relatively smaller ones (viz., Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars) and the 
outer five giants, viz., Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune and -Pluto. Between the two groups 
lies the main asteroid zone consisting of about 45,000 small 'worlds' moving round Sun 
whose orbits lie in between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. 

The basic astronomical details of the planets are as follows: 

Basic astrological details of the seven Vedic astrological planets are given in the table below: 
PLANETARY SIGNIFICATIONS :The basic impulses of planets which they induce. 
PLAVA :The 35th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsara . It is ruled by Vishnu. Persons born 
during this year are inclined to deep slumber and enjoy the pleasures of life. They are 
engaged in trade and commerce and are socially much respected. 

Astronomical Details of Planets 


Axial Equatorial Epa 
Mean Distance from Sidereal é 4 : Surface 
Planets : : Rotation Diameter in 000 : 
sun in '000 km Period . Temperature in 
Period km F 
Mercury 579,36.240 88 days 88 day 4.667 (+) 7700 
Venus _10,78,25.780 re N.A 12.392 (+) 8800 
Earth — 14,94,56.180 poses |e BES 5956 (+) 1400 
days meters. 
Mars —22,77,21.610 687 days 24 BFS 376 759 (+) 850 
meters 
Jupiter 77,77,94.020 11.8600 [Pp obrs Stl 49.748 (-) 2000 
years meters 
Saturn 142,60,36.100 pone 10 brs 14 150.861 (-) 2400 
years meters 
Uranus 286,9453.000 Pee ee meee “SEs (-) 3100 
years meters 
164.43 
Neptune 449,48,86.600 pean about 14 hrs 44.579 (-) 3600 
Pluto 589,98,40.4000 whale 6 days 9 hrs 5.794(?) N.A 


years 
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PLAVANGA :The 41st year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsara (q.v.). It is ruled by Rudra. 
Persons born during this year are aggressive, inclined to smuggling of goods but are 
defenders of their country. They are regal in demeanor and they practice yogic exercises. 
POORNIMA :Full moon. Sun and Moon on this day are 1800 apart. 

PUTRA, POSYA :Adopted child. 

PRABHATI :The 13th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsara. It is ruled by Brahma. 
Individuals born during this year are lustful, greedy, gambler and drunkards. 
PRACHETAS :One of the most mysterious figures of Hindu mythology. It is an epithet for 
Varuna, the god of waters, and esoterically, its principle and as such, are related with 
Shatbhoisag (q.v.) asterism. The Puranic stories make Prachetas one of the 10 Prajapatis 
(q.v.), an ancient sage and a lawgiver. But there are references to 10 Prachetas, who were 
sons of Prachinabarhis and great-grandson of Prithu; they passed ten thousand years in the 
great ocean, deep in meditation upon Vishnu and obtained from him the boon of becoming 
the progenitors of mankind. They took to wife Marisha, a daughter of Kanclu, and Daksha 
was their son, when he was born in another Manvantara (q.v.). But in another Manvantara, 
the 27 daughters of Daksha (cf. Asterisms) were married to Soma, Moon, whose emanation 
was Marishi who is referred to as mother of Daksha. Thus Prachetas were Daksha's father 
as well as his great grandson. 

PRADHANA :Fundamental or primeval substance, Prakriti (q.v.). The primary germ, 
from. which every form of material existence emerges. It is a basic element of the Samkhya 
philosophy. 

PRAJAPATIS :'Lords of creatures’; progenitors of the human race; the bestowals of life on 
this Earth. An epithet for Brahma who created 7 and then 10 Prajapatis who superintended 
the creative processes of the universe. In the Vedas, the term is applied to Indra, Savitri, 
Soma, Hiranyagrabha and other deities. In Puranic stories, it is also a name of Manu 
Swayambhuva himself from whom mankind has descended, but more specifically, it is 
referred to the 10 'mind-born sons' of Brahma, who are generally considered fathers of the 
human race. They are named Marichi, Atri, Angiras, Pulastya, Pulaha, Kratu, Vasistha, 
Prachetas or Daksha, Bhrigu, and Narada. Some authorities consider only Saptarishis as 
the Prajapatis; in the Mahabharata, mention has been made of 21 Prajapatis. 

Prajapati is also the 5th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsara . It is ruled by Brahma. A person 
born during this year is happy in serving his own dependents. He is charitable, a 
philanthropist and wealthy. He is renowned in places from his own country. 

PRAKRITA :A dialect of Sanskrit. 

PRAKRITI :Nature. The principle of materiality or objective existence. The passive 
creative principle personified as Mother Nature. Nature in general; Matter or Nature as 
opposed to Spirit or Purusha. In Sankhya philosophy, Prakriti is the original source of 
material existence, consisting of three essential attributes, viz., Sattwa (harmony), Rajas 
(activity), and Tamas (inertia). Prakriti is also considered the personified will of the 
Supreme Spirit in creation and is identified with Maya (illusion). 

PRAKRITIKA / MAHA PRALAYA :The Great Dissolution which occurs at the end of 
Brahma's life (see Kalpa). On this occasion, everything is dissolved into their ultimate 
elements. 

PRALAYA :A period of rest (dissolution) as opposed to Manvantara , the period during 
which manifestation continues to exist. 

PRAMADI :The 47th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsara. It is ruled by Rudra. Persons born 
during this year are aggressive, devoted to Shiva, fond of fragrances or ornaments, and ever 
engaged in auspicious activities. 

PRAMODA :The 47th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsara (q.v.). It is ruled by Brahma. 
Persons born during this year often have unhappy relations with rich people, as well as with 
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their own wife. Even their brothers and friends are not sympathetic to them, but the state 
greatly honours them and they attain high social status. 

PRANA :The vital airs, viz., Prana, Apana, Samana, Vyana and Udana. All these have 
specific functions in maintaining body metabolism. 

PRANA PADA :A concept especially for rectification of a natal chart in Jaimini Astrology 
(q.v.). Prana is equivalent to 15 Palas (12 minutes). Depending upon Sun's occupancy of 
cardinal, fixed or common signs, the position of Pranapada is worked out. 

PRANAVA :A sacred syllable, AUM, representing Trinity in One. (See OM) 
PRANAYAMA :Control of breath. The 4th stage in the eightfold yogic practice. It consists 
of Puraka (inspiration), Kumbhaka (withholding the breath), and. Ruchaka (out- 
breathing). There are eight modifications of Pranayama, viz., Suryabhedan, Ujjayi, 
Sitakari,Shitali, Bhastrika, Bhramari, Murcha, andPlavini. Some authorities add Anuloma- 
Viloma to these. These terms in general mean control and regulation of the flow of the Vital 
Air (Prana Vayu) which has its source in Sun (or Fohat). Pranayama distributes the Vital 
Air to the different Chakras (energy centres). It enters Swadhistan or the spleenic energy 
centre which differentiates it into five different channels and distributes them to the 
different energy centres. Pranayama activates the health aura of the individual, increases 
the flow of Vital air, and effectively distributes it to the different parts of the body which 
makes spiritualunfoldment easy. 

PRASHNA KRIYA :The act of putting questions in Horary Astrology for obtaining replies 
to them. 

PRASTARASTAKA VARGA :A tabular chart indicating auspicious and other transit 
results of a planet. 

PRAVARA :Exalted. 

PRATYAHARA :Drawing back or retreat. Fifth of the eightfold yogic practice. 


PRAVRITI MARG :The path of materialization; the path on which the, consciousness of an 
individual gets gradually entrenched to matter, leading to intensification of egotism and 
thirst for sensual experiences. (See also Marg) 

PRECISION OF EQUINOXES :Equinoxes represent the two points of intersection of the 
Ecliptic and the Celestial Equator. Sun transits over them when day and night are equal. 
These points slowly move backward. This is known as precision of equinoxes. The slow 
change in the direction of Earth's axis of rotation, mainly due to the attraction of Sun and 
Moon on the equatorial bulge of Earth, produces the precision of equinoxes. As a result, the 
Celestial Pole describes circles among the stars; each circle is 470 in diameter, and 
completes the whole length of the circumference or the lunar attraction on the equatorial 
bulge of the Earth tending to push the polar axis towards the axis of the ecliptic causes 
equinoctial Precision entire zodiacal belt in about 25,800 years: It implies that the precision 
of equinoxes covers one zodiac sign in approximately 2,160 years. It also leads to a shift in 
the position of the North Pole. 

PRESHYA YOGAS :Planetary combinations leading to servitude formed 

(1) when Sun is in the 10th house, Moon is in the 7th, Saturn in the 4th, Mars in the 3rd and 
the ascendant is in a cardinal sign while Jupiter is placed in the 2nd house. Persons born 
under this combination during night will be a servant of another person. 

(2) If Venus occupies the 9th house, Moon the7th house, Mars the 8th, and Jupiter owns the 
2nd house or the ascendant while the ascendant is in a fixed sign. The person born in this 
combination lives always in servitude. 

(3) When a person is born during nighttime and has the lord of the movable rising sign in 
Sandhi (i.e., the borderline of two Bhavas) and a malefic planet occupies a cardinal house. 
Alternatively, if Saturn, Moon, Jupiter and Venus occupy, during daytime birth, cardinal 
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or trine positions or be in Sandhi while the rising sign is an immovable one. The result is the 
same as above. 

(4) Jupiter attains Iravathamsa (q.v.) and occupies a Sandhi, and Moon is not situated in a 
cardinal house but possesses Uttam-varga (q.v.) and Venus is in the rising sign and birth is 
in the night time during the dark half of a lunar month. The person is born as a menial. 

(5) if at the time of birth of a person, Mars, Jupiter, and Sun occupy, respectively, the 
Sandhis of 6th, 4th, and 10th Bhavas, or 

(6) If Moon while occupying the Amsa (q.v.) of a malefic planet is in a Benefic sign, or, 

(7) When Jupiter is in Capricorn occupying the 6th, 8th, or the 12th bhava, and Moon is in 
the 4th bhava from the rising sign, -the individual born will have to work at the biddings of 
others. 

PRIMORDIAL LIGHT :The primeval point from which manifestation began. At this point, 
a ray of light is said to emanate from the center of the cosmic consciousness whose nature 
and functions are beyond any subjective experience, yet it is highly creative. It is the 
principle of creation, personified in Cosmic Genetrix called Devi and other several names. 


PRINCIPLES :The elements of Original Essence; the basic differentiation upon and of 
which all things are made. The term refers to the seven fundamental aspects of the One 
Universal Reality in cosmos and in man. The different planets are related with various 
Principles and the Upadhis through which these channels of differential divine essence 
operate. 

PRISTODAYA :Some zodiac symbols (signs) seem to rise on the eastern horizon from head 
first are known as Sirsodaya signs, those which arise from the back are Pristodaya signs, 
while those which appear at the horizon with the front and back parts together are known 
as Ubhayodaya signs. These signs are classified as follows: 

Pristodaya: Aries, Taurus, Cancer, Sagittarius, and Capricorn. 

Sirsodaya: Gemini, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, and Aquarius. 

Ubhayodaya: Pisces. 

PRITHVI :Earth; also one of the five elements, the others being water, fire, air, and ether 
or akasha. Prithvi is also said to be the mother of planet Mars. Mythological, a cow 
personifies the earth. 

PRITHVIWASU :The 39th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsara. It is ruled by Vishnu. 
Persons born during this year are bestowed with many royal insignias and they attain high 
social status. 

PROSTAPADA :The lunar month of Bhadrapada. The 25th and 26th asterisms . 

PUJA :Worship. An act of respect and adoration. 

PULAHA :A Prajapati and one of the Saptarishis. 

PULASTYA :One of the mind-born sons of Brahma, and a Saptarishi (q.v.). He was the 
medium through whom some of the Puranas were communicated to man. He was the 
grandfather of Kubera, the god of treasures; he was also the father of Ravana; all the, 
Rakshasas (demons) are said to have arisen from him. 

PUNAR-JANMAN :Reincarnation. 

PUNARVASU :The 7th asterism extending from 800 to 930 20' of the zodiac. It is ruled by 
Jupiter and its presiding deity is Aditi. Its primary motivation comes from Rajas, activity. It 
is classified as a merchant by class, cat by species, godly by temperament, and the first 
three-quarters of it are human and the last one aquatic. It is related with north direction. 
Its activities are directed towards Artha, purposeful efforts. It is symbolized by a bow and a 
house. It represents universal life, which is like a ray of light; it stands for the revival of the 
original life-essence as it manifests through the evolutionary process. 

PURANAS :Ancient tales and Hindu mythological stories. They narrate the power and, 
works of gods. These stories have five distinguishing topics, viz., (1) the creation of the 
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universe, (2) its destruction and renovation, (3) the genealogy of gods and patriarchs, (4) the 
reigns of the Manus, forming periods called Manvantara, and (5) the history of solar and 
lunar races of kings. 

These scriptures are 18 in number and in addition to these, there are 18 Upapuranas, or 
subordinate works. The Purnanas are classified in 3 categories, viz., (a) Vaishnava Purana, 
in which Sattwa predominates. These are known as Vishnu, Naradiya, Bhagavata, Garuda, 
Padma, and Varaha Puranas, (b) Shaiva Puranas, in wl-dch the quality of Thmas 
predominates. These are Matsya, Kurma, Linga, Shiva, Skanda, and Agni Puranas. (c) 
Brahmani Puranas, in which the quality of Rajas is outstanding. These Puranas are 
Brahma, Brahmananda, Brahmavaivarta, Markandeya. Bhavishya and Vamana Puranas. 
PURUSHA :Male or man. The positive generative force; the Spirit, the Supreme Self, 
Atman. In Sankhya philosophy, Purusha is the soul and the inactive witness of the activities 
of Prakriti (q.v.). 

PUNYA :Meritorious deeds. Actions expected to produce auspicious results. 

PUNYA SAHAMA :A planetary combination under the Tajaka system of Annual 
Prediction. It is worked out by subtracting the longitude of Sun from that of Moon if the 
birth is in day-time and vice-versa for night-time births and adding to it the longitude of the 
ascendant. If the ascendant does not lie between Sun and Moon, or Moon and Sun, as in the 
case of night or daytime birth, one full sign, which is 300, is to be added to the result 
obtained. If the Sahama falls in auspicious houses, it leads to useful activities during the 
year, and if it falls in the 6th, 8th or 12th house, adverse results follow. 

PURVA PUNYA :Meritorious deeds done in earlier times, specially in the earlier births. 
The 9th house in a natal chart represents this aspect. 

PUSHYA :The 8th asterism spreading from 930 20' to 1060 40' of the zodiac. It is ruled by 
Saturn. Its presiding deity is Brahmanspati (Jupiter). Its basic motivational urge is 
Dharma, spirituality; its primary attribute is Rajas, activity. It is classified as a warrior 
class, goat by species, god by temperament, aquatic by animal type, and is related with east 
direction. It is symbolized by a flower, a circle or an arrow. It leads to the stabilization of 
materializing process. It imparts a deeply spiritual impulse, leading to a balanced 
integration of one's individual self with the Cosmic Being. Purification of the psyche and an 
intuitive perception of the Divine Plan are the unique characteristics of this asterism. 
PUSHAN :The presiding deity of Revati, the 27th asterism. The name of the deity is derived 
from the root Push and the primary meaning of it is a nourished providence. Pushan is said 
to be a protector and multiplier of cattle and human possessions in general. He is a patron 
of conjurors, especially those who discover stolen goods, and is connected with matrimonial 
ceremonies. In the Nirukta, he is identified with Sun. He is called a brother of Indra, and is 
enumerated among the twelve Adityas. 

QUADRUPLICITY/ QUALITY :A synthetic classification of various attributes of zodiacal 
signs. It takes into account their (i) motional characteristics, viz., cardinal fixed and 
common, (ii) basic attributes viz. Sattwa, Rajas, and Tamas; and (iii) their elements, tattwas 
which include three signs in each category viz., Fiery (Aries, Leo and Sagittarius), Earthy 
(Taurus, Virgo and Capricorn), Airy (Gemini, Libra and Aquarius) and Watery (Cancer, 
Scorpio and Pisces). These divisions together show simultaneously two features of the sign, 
one according to triplicate, and the other according to its quadruplicate. When one says 
Aries in movable (or cardinal) Fiery, the diagram representing the qualities of the zodiacal 
signs would at once distinguish it from Leo, Fixed and Fiery, and so on. 

RADHA :(Radha = prosperity). The most celebrated Gopi (cowherdess) and companion of 
Krishna while he lived as Gopal among the cowherds in Vrindavana. She is considered to be 
an incarnation of Lakshmi; some even believe in a mystical character in Radha and regard 
her as the type of human soil drawn to the ineffable god, Krishna.Radha is an embodiment 


PREDICTIVE ASTROLOGY THROUGH THE NIRAYANA SYSTEM : REFERENCE TO HINDU VEDIC 269 
ASTROLOGY PART II 


of pure and divine love. The 16th asterism, Vishakha, is also called Radha; the 17th 
asterism, Anuradha, means ‘diminutive Radha.' 

RAHU :Rahu and Ketu are the ascending and descending nodes. Rahu is supposed to play a 
role in causing eclipses. It is also considered a planet related with karmic retribution. It 
causes dissatisfaction, yet it bestows material wealth under certain conditions. Inner 
renunciation is also possible under its impact. Mythological, Rahu is a Daitya, a demon 
supposed to obstruct Sun and Moon in their paths' and swallow them, thus preventing their 
rays from spreading and causing eclipses. 

Rahu is said to be born of Viprachitti and Sinhika. He is said to have four arms and his 
torso ends in a serpenVs tail. The Puranas describe his deceit to obtain nectar at the 
conclusion of the churning of the ocean. He mingled among the gods and drank a few drops 
of it. Sun and Moon detected him doing so and informed Vishnu who then cut off his head 
and two of his arms. But as he had secured immortality, his body was placed in the stellar 
sphere, the upper part of which represents Rahu and the lower part Ketu. 

Rahu is also called Abhra-Pisacha, the demon of the sky, as well as Bharani-bhu, born from 
the asterism Bharani. 

The exaltation sign of Rahu is Taurus. Its Mool-Trikona, or trine house, is Cancer, and 
Virgo is the sign of its ruler ship. Some astrologers put Taurus and Gemini as its exaltation 
signs, and Aries and Virgo to be ruled by it. It is considered a malefic yet it does immense 
good when in 3rd, 6th, 10th, and 11th houses in a natal chart, specially for material 
attainments. 

RAHU KALAM :A portion of the day ruled by Rahu which is considered inauspicious. It 
lasts for 12 hours. It is calculated by adding to the time of sunrise for the day the following 
figures to get the time of its commencement. 10.30 hours are added to sunrise for Sundays 
1.30 hrs on Mondays, 9 hrs on Tuesdays, 6 hours on Wednesdays, 7.30 hours on Thursdays, 
4.30 hours on Fridays, and 3 hours on Saturdays. 

RAJA/RAJYA YOGA :Planetary combinations which produce affluence, wealth, and royal 
status. Some important Rajya Yogas are listed below: 

(1) Mutual relationship between (a) Karakamsa (q.v.) and ascendant; (b) Atma Karaka and 
Putra Karaka; (c) signs occupied in Navamsa by Atma Karaka and Putra Karaka planets; 
and (d) between ascendant lord and the lord of the 5th house. Benefices or malefic aspects 
on these relationships significantly affect the result. 

(2) Ascendant, 2nd, and 4th houses associated with benefices and the 3rd house occupied by 
a malefic. 

(3) The 2nd house occupied by any of the planets, viz., Moon, Jupiter, Venus, or a strong 
Mercury occupying their own signs. 

(4) Debilitated planets in 6th, 8th and 3rd houses, while the ascendant lord occupies its own 
or its exaltation sign in ascendant. 

(5) Lord of the 10th house while occupying its own or its exaltation sign aspects the 
ascendant. 

(6) All the benefices occupy cardinal houses. 

(7) Debilitated lords of the 6th, 8th, and 12th houses aspect the ascendant. 

(8) Any relationship between the lords of the 5th and 9th houses. 

(9) The association of the lords of the 5th, 10th, and 4th houses and ascendant with the lord 
of the 9th house. 

(10) Lord of the 5th house in association with the lord of the 9th house or with the 
ascendant lord in the Ist, 4th, or the 10th house. 

(11) Venus associated with Jupiter in the 9th house if it happens to be the sign of Sagittarius 
or Pisces, or with the lord of the 5th house. 

(12) Moon in the 3rd or 11th house, and Venus placed. in the 7th house from it. 
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Many other benefic combinations such as Gaja Kesari Yoga, Pancha Maha Purusha Yoga 
and Lakshmi Yoga are also important Rajya Yogas. 

RAJAPADA YOGA :An auspicious combination formed by Moon and ascendant in 
Vargottam (q.v.) Navamsa, and four or more planets expecting them. It makes the 
individual head of a state or its equivalent. 

RAJAS :(Rajas = activity energy, agitation). One of the primeval attributes, Gunas (q.v.), of 
activity, the other two being Sattwa (harmony) and Tanzas (inertia or darkness). Rajas 
impulse arouses ambition for worldly status and involvement in material existence. 
RAJARISHI :A sage of Kshatriya (regal) caste raised to the spiritual status through pure 
and austere life on earth to that of a demigod, e.g., Vishwamittra, Pururava, and Janaka. 
RAJASIC HOUSES :According to some astrologers, the 2nd, 7th, 10th, and 11th houses in 
a natal chart. These are the houses in a chart which are specifically related with worldly 
attainments. 

RAJJU YOGA :A planetary combination formed by all planets in movable signs. The 
combination makes the individual born under it to settle in a foreign country. He is 
generally unjust and engages in illegal activities. 

RAKSHASAS :The 49th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsara (q.v.). It is ruled by Rudra. 
Persons born during this year are fond of foul food, hunting, liquor and antisocial activities. 
The word, however, refers to evil spirits but not, all of them are equally bad and harmful. 
They are grouped in three categories, viz., (i) the Yakshas who have a special task of testing 
the spiritual nature of saints and sages, (ii) the Titans who are the enemies of gods and are 
generally at war with them, and (iii) the usual demons and fiends who haunt burial 
grounds, disturb sacrifices (yajnas), harass devout men and afflict mankind in several ways. 
The Rakshasas are the descendants of sage Pulastya (q.v.). According to some scriptures 
they sprang from Brahma's foot. The Vishnu Purana describes them the descendants of 
Kashyapa (q.v.) and Khasa, a daughter of Daksha (q.v.). The word Rakshasa is derived 
from the root raksha, meaning to guard. Based on this derivation, some scriptures associate 
Rakshasas with Brahma who made them guard the waters. 

RAKSHASLOKA :One of the 8 Lokas (q.v.) recognized by Sankhya and Vedanta schools of 
philosophy where the Rakshasas dwell. 

RAKTAKSHI :The 58th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsara (q.v.). It is Tuled by Rudra. A 
person born in this year leaves -his country, squanders his wealth, incurs heavy losses and 
lives with concubines. 

RAMA :Three Ramas have been described in the Hindu scriptures, viz., (1) Parasurama , 
(2) Ramachandra, the son of Dasharatha, and (3) Balarama, the elder brother of Krishna. It 
is the second Rama who is generally referred to by this name. He said to be the 7th avatar 
(q.v.) of Vishnu and made his appearance in the world at the end of Treta Yuga. He was 
born to Dasharatha, the king of Ayodhya, and Kaushalya. He was the eldest of four 
brothers. While still very young Vishwamitra sought his help to protect his Yajnas and 
other religious observances from the Rakshasas. Later, the sage took him to the court of 
Janaka, the king of Videha where Rama won the hand of the princess Sita in a 
Swayamvara. On the eve of his coronation, his father banished him from the kingdom for 
14 years in order to fulfil a promise given to one of his wives, Kaikeyi. He obediently left 
with his wife and younger brother Lakshamana to the forest. Sita was abducted by Ravana 
and Rama had to kill him in a war in order to rescue his wife. Upon the completion of his 
exile, he returned to Ayodhya but a foul remark from one of his subjects about Sita forced 
him to send her, in spite of her pregnancy, to the forests. There, in the ashram of Valmiki, 
she delivered twins, Kusa and Lava. Later, Rama recognised them as his sons, but to prove 
her purity to the subjects, Sita asked her mother, Earth, to accept her in her bosom if she 
were pure. The legend says Earth opened itself and swallowed her. Soon afterwards, Rama 
also left for his celestial abode. 
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RAMAYANA :The epic authored by Valmiki describing the life and glory of Ramachandra, 
the king of Ayodhya. 

RAMC :Right Ascension of Medium Collie. 

RASA MANDAL :The magic circle in which danced with the Gopis thereby leading them to 
their final emancipation from the bondage of life and death. It represents the mystic ritual 
of the universe revolving around Sun. 

RASATAL :One of the 14 lokas representing the lowest realm of existence. 

RASATALA YOGA :A planetary combination constituted by the lord of the 12th house in 
exaltation, and Venus posited in the 12th house and expected by the lord of the 4th house. 
Persons born under it attain the status of head of state. They may find wealth buried under 
the earth. 

RASI :Rasi represents the zodiacal signs, each of which comprises 30' of the zodiacal path 
with a constellation of stars said to symbolize the basic evolutionary impulses radiating 
from them. The following table indicates their important features. 

Table: Main Characteristics of the Zodiacal Signs 


Part of the Planetary 
Cosmic Man |Ownership, Symbol Primary Impulses 
(Kala Purusha) and Element 


Signs Extension 
on the Zodic 


1 2 3 4 
erses(Mesha) Head Mars ,Ram ,Fire Initiate originality, and 
00-30 impulsiveness 
Taurus 
(vrishabha) Mouth Venus ,Bull, Earth Ease-loving , sensual and creative 
300-600 
cont Throat and two plereMry o. SUBS Intellectual , polarized ,suffering 
Gyithunan) hands pean Snes ane from conflicts and instable 
600-900 harp Air 
Cancer Heart “aid Emotional , expansion of 
(Karkatam) hialilees Moon Crab Water consciousness ,and home - 
900-1200 centered 
Leo (Simham) : ; Regal demeanor , self-opinionated 
1200-1509 Stomach pee and enterprising 
Mercury A maid in a 
Virgo (Kanya) Waist and |boat holding fire and |Full of responsibility , hard life 
1500-1800 intestines a stalk of corn and vacillating, wavering 
Earth 
Libra (tula) Generative : : ar 
1800-2100 Organs Venus Balance Air Balanced, sociable and artistic 
Scorpio : : 
(Vrishchika) cain beselae Scorpion aecvendaa selfish and psychic 
2100-2400 . a 
Saou Jupiter Centaur Philosophical attitude, helpful 
(dhanu) : : OF : 
The thighs Shooting an arrow |manners , traditional beliefs, and 
2400-2700 ae 
Fire ambitious 


Capricorn The knees Saturn Unicorn Self-centered ,self seeking talks 
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(makaram) Earth big at behaves in a small way ; the 

2700-3000 process of universalisation of 
consciousness 

Aquarius Saturn Pitcher with |Social worker ,reformer and self- 

(Kumbha) The calves water flowing from it centered, but desirous of doing 

3000-3300 Air good to others 

Pisces 


Success towards the end of life , 
luxurious living , introvert, quiet 
and gentle , contented 


(Meenam) Jupiter Two fish 
3300-3600 |e feet Water 


[Syn: Kshetra (field), Griha (dwelling), Riksha (fine atomic particles, a wife of Sun), Bha 
(delusion, mere semblance), Bhavan (a mansion).| 

RATI :[Rati = love, desire]. Wife of Kamadeva, the god of love; a daughter of Daksha. 
RAVANA :The demon king of Lanka who, by his austerities and penance, obtained from 
Brahma so powerful a boon that he became almost invincible. He became a great menace, 
and it is said that his evil deeds cried aloud for vengeance. Vishnu took avatar as Rama to 
destroy him. While Rama was in exile in a forest, Ravana abducted his wife, Sita, and this 
led to a war in which Ravana was killed. 

Ravana was a descendant of Sage Pulastya and was a Brahinin by caste. He is described as 
having ten heads, twenty arms, copper-colored eyes and teeth bright like the young Moon. 
He looked like a thick cloud and appeared to be the god of death. He had all the marks of 
royalty, but his body bore the impress of wounds inflicted by all the divine arms. He was 
well versed in religious scriptures and performed all Vedic rituals. When he died his body 
was cremated with Brahmanic rites. 

RAVI YOGA {A combination of planets formed by Sun in the 10th house and the lord of 
the 10th house in 3rd house along with Saturn. It makes the individual born with this 
combination a scientist who attains a powerful status in administration. He eats very little, 
is much occupied with his studies, and is greatly respected. 

RECEPTION :Planetary relationship formed by two planets situated in one another's signs. 
It is also known as Parivartan. 

RECTIFICATION :The method of correcting the true time of nativity is known as the 
rectification of horoscope. There are various methods to examine the correctness of a given 
natal chart; it is an important professional tool. 

REGIOMONTANUS' SYSTEM :Regiomontanus (Johann Muller) was a 15th-century 
German mathematician, astronomer, and astrologer. He died under mysterious 
circumstances. He formulated a system of house division for different latitudes, replacing 
the earlier method. Presently, this system is not in vogue except in some parts of Germany. 
In this system, the great circles intersect the celestial equator at equal distances of 300. They 
intersect the, ecliptic at points considered as the cusps of the houses. These divisions begin 
from the horizon, and the meridian is also one of the dividing circles. Therefore the 
ascendant, descendant, M.C. and I.C. in this system are identical with those of the other 
systems. 

REKHA YOGA :A planetary combination leading to poverty. It arises when a weak lord of 
ascendant is expected by the lord of the 8th house, and Jupiter is combust (q.v.) by Sun. 
Alternatively, if the lord of Navamsa occupied by the lord of the 4th house is obscured by 
Sun while Sun itself is expected by the lord of the 12th house. 

RETROGRESSION :The movement of a planet in the direction opposite to that of Earth. It 
is an apparent retrogression, not an actual change in direction. It occurs due to the relative 
position of Earth and the planet though the both may actually be moving in the same 
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direction. The difference in the speed of Earth and the planet gives the illusion (see 
diagram).' 

REVATI : The 27th asterism extending from 3460 40' to 3600 00' of the zodiac. It is ruled by 
Mercury. Its presiding deity is Pushan. Revati is Sattwic. It is classified Brahmin by class, 
elephant by species, god by temperament, aquatic by animal type and is related with the 
eastern direction. Its primary motivation comes from Moksha. Two fishes lying in opposite 
directions symbolize it. It is said to be leonine in majesty and tender in its impact. 

Revati also stands for Balarama's wife. The legend says that she was so beautiful that her 
father, King Raivata, sought Brahma's advice about a possible husband for her. He directed 
the king to Dwarka where Balarama, as a portion of Vishnu, had to take birth as the elder 
brother of Krishna. Raivata went and offered him Revati's hand but Balarama beholding 
her as excessively tall, shortened her with the end of his ploughshare, and she became his 
wife. 

Revati also stands for the Great Womb in which Sun dwells in dormancy until the impulse 
for the next Manvantaric cycle begins. It is the Great Deluge where the seeds for future 
creations incubate until the following Cosmic Dawn. 

Revati expands human consciousness and provides depth to one's spiritual understanding. 
RISHI :An inspired poet, a sage. It refers to Vedic seers who spend much time in 
meditation, live in forests, and impart spiritual training to disciples who live with them in 
their hermitage. The Rishis were also concerned with leading mankind towards spiritual 
regeneration and enlistment. Three levels of Rishis, viz., Devarishis, Brahmarishis, and 
Rajarishis are mentioned in the religious scriptures. The Seven Regents of the world, the 
Saptarishis (q.v.), are said to have a special role in the manifestation of the universe. 
ROHINI :A red cow; a girl who has just begun menstruating. It also means lightning. 

As the 4th astorism, Rohini extends from 400 00' to 530 20' of the zodiac. It is governed by 
Moon and Brahma presides over it. Its basic attribute is Rajas, activity. Its symbol is 
chariot and its primary motivation comes from Moksha. 

Rohini is considered a trader by class, a serpent by species, a man by temperament, a 
quadruped by animal type, and is related with the eastern direction. It is Dhruva, or 
steadfast, in its impact. 

Rohini prepares the individual and the world for the dawn of a new awakening, the arrival 
of a new spiritual influx and a radical change in one's life. The asterism directs the 
individual towards the physical world of illusion with all its glamour, luxuries and sensual 
gratification. 

ROHITA :Red. A red horse. A horse in the chariot of Sun, and it also refers to one of the 
flames of Agni, fire. Rohita is the name of a deity celebrated in the Atharva Veda, 
representing a form of fire or Sun. Harishchandra, who was one of the ancestors of Rama 
(q.v.) and a king of the solar dynasty, renowned for his truthfulness had a son named 
Rohita whose death proved to be the greatest trial for Harishchandra but he came out 
triumphant in his conflict between emotion and duty. 

RUDHIRODGARI :The 57th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatasara. It is ruled by Rudra. A 
person born in this year suffers from blood diseases and lives a shady life. 

RUDRA :[Rudra = a howler; a roared; terrible]. Rudra is the howling god of storms who 
presides over Ardra, the 6th asterism. As a destructive deity, Rudra brings diseases upon 
men and cattle, yet as a beneficent deity he has exceptional healing powers. Rudras are said 
to be the ten vital breaths (Pranas) with Manas, mind, as eleventh. He is supposed to have 
arisen from the forehead of Brahma. Mention has also been made of 11 Rudras as the sons 
of Kashyapa and Surabhi. Some of the names given to Rudra by Brahma are Bhava, Sarva, 
Ishana, Pashupati, Bhima, Ugra and Mahadeva. 
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Rudra. is also the name of the 54th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsara (q.v.). It is ruled by 
Rudra. An individual born in this year is a thief, liar, impatient, audacious, greedy, and d in 
mean activities. 

SADHARAN :Ordinary. The 44th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras. It is ruled by Shiva. 
Persons born during this year become businessmen, religious and dutiful, and are satisfied 
even with meager return to their efforts. 

SADHUA holy saint or a sage. 

SAHAMAA concept important in the Tajaka system of annual predictions. It refers to 
special planetary combinations due to interplanetary distances between certain planets. 
Sahama gives certain sensitive points in relation with special aspects of life. It is worked out 
on the basis of longitudes of several planets, the ascendant and other sensitive points in a 
natal chart. Around 119 such points are identified in Tajaka Astrology: 50 by Neelakantha, 
48 by Venkatesh, and 21 by Keshava. Some of these are very effective, e.g., Punya, Yasha 
and Mahatmya Sahamas. 

SAHASRARA:AlIso known as Brahmarandhra ' or Crown Chakra. It is said to be located 
in the topmost portion of the head. In Yogic literature, it is described as the apex of seven 
Chakras connected with Serpent Fire or the Kundalini (q.v.). It contains 960 radiations of 
primary force. To clairvoyants it resembles a thousand-petal led lotus. Full arousal of this 
energy center enables an individual to attain spiritual illumination. 

SAKATA YOGA:An inauspicious planetary combination described variously in classical 
texts. Varahamihira, in Vrihada-jataka, defines it as formed by all the planets in the 1st and 
7th houses which make the individual accept low professions. Vaidyanath Dixita, in Jataka 
Parijatam, states it to occur when Jupiter occupies the 6th or 8th position from Moon 
posited in a house other than the cardinal houses in relation with the ascendant. It brings 
poverty even to those born in a royal family. Such a person is troubled throughout his life 
and is disliked by the head of the state. Mantreswara, in Phaladeepika, mentions that Moon 
in the 12th, 8th or 6th house from Jupiter causes Sakata Yoga unless Moon is situated in a 
cardinal house. A person with this combination loses his wealth or position in life, but 
regains them. Sakata Yoga produces cyclic fluctuation in fortune, just like the wheel of a 
chariot, rotating on its axis. 

SAKSHI:A witness. The subjective center of the being, often referred to as Atma, watching 
the actions of the individual in his personal and public life. (See Sankhya philosophy) 
SAMYOGA:Conjunction of planets. 

SAMA:Balanced. The natural state of a planet when it is neither debilitated nor exalted. In 
Yogic literature, it means control of mind. 

SAMA-SAPTAKA:Planets occupying the Ist and 7th houses in relation with one another. 
SAMADHI:Highest state of meditation practice. A process of diving into the deepest layers 
of one's consciousness. It is the ultimate state of the eightfold steps of Yoga: the eight steps 
in this system are self-restraint Nina), fixed observances or following self-discipline 
(Niyama), right posture (Asana), regulation of breath (Pranayama), abstraction, 
withdrawal from and renunciation of worldly attractions (Pratyahara), concentration and 
holding on to one idea or object in mind (Dharana), meditation (Dhyana) and merging of 
individual consciousness in Universal "Life (Samadhi). 
There are several kinds of Samadhis, such as, Asamprajnata Samadhi, Dharma-Megha 
Samadhi, Nirbij Sanzadlii, Nirvichara Samadhi, Nirvitarka Samadhi, Sabija Samadhi, 
Samprajnata Samadhi, Savichara Samadhi, Savitarka Samadhi, etc. Details of different 
kinds of Samadhi and steps to accomplish them are given in Patanjali's Yoga Sutras. 
SAMBANDHA:Planetary relationships, viz., conjunction aspect, and interchange of houses, 
etc. 

SANGAMA: Conjunction of planets. 

SAMPATA:Equinox. 
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SAMPATA BINDU:Equatorial point. 

SAMRAJYA YOGA:A planetary combination formed by the lord of the Navamsa sign of 
the lord of the 9th house, along with Jupiter in the 2nd house. It makes the individual a top- 
ranking administrative officer living in luxury. 

SAMUDRA YOGA:A planetary combination formed by all planets in even houses such as 
the 2nd, 4th, 6th, etc., while odd houses, such as the Ist, 3rd, etc., are vacant. It bestows 
much renown on the individual and he is provided with all conveniences of life. 
SAMVATSARA:A lunar year which starts from the first day of the bright half of Chaitra 
month (Chaitra Shukla Pratipada). Two most prevalent Samvatsaras are Vikrama samavat 
and Sakabda or Saka samvat. The latter is obtained by deducting 135 years from the 
former. [In A.D. 1998, Vikrama 2055, samvat began on March = 28.] 
Samvatsaras are grouped in a cycle of 60 years, also known as the Jovian Cycle. The names 
of different Samvats in the cycle are given below. Details of the persons born during 
different Samvatsaras are given under their respective names. Two most common methods 
for identifying the name of the year in which a person is born are given below: 

(A) Multiply the Saka Samvat by 22, add 4291 to the product and divide the result by 1875. 
Add the quotient to the given Samvatsara, neglecting the remainder. Again divide the total 
by 60. Upon adding one to the remainder, neglecting the quotient, we will get the 
Samvatsara's position in the cyclic order. 

For example, the given samavat is 1902. 

1902 x 22 = 41844 

41844 + 4291 = 46135 

46135/1875 = 24 (Remainder 1135 is disregarded) 

24 + 1902 = 1926 

1926/60 = 32, quotient is disregarded, and the remainder is 6. 

6 increased by 1 =6+1=7. 

The 7th Samvatsara in the cyclic order given in the table shows Shrimukh as the year. 

(B) Another method relative to Vikrama Samvatsara is given below: 
Add 9 to the Vikrama Samvatsara, divide the total by 60 and add 1 to the remainder. It 
would indicate the number in the cyclic order. 
For example the given Vikram samvat is 2037. 

2037 +9 = 2046 

2046/60 - Quotient 54, remainder 6 

6+ 1=7; the 7th in the is Shrimukh. 

The cycle of 60 Samvatsara sometimes grouped in 5 comprising 12 Samvatsara, category. 
These categories Samvatsara, Parivatsara, Anuvatsara, and Idavatsara usual cyclic order, 
th Samvatasaras are ruled b the second 20 by Vishnu and the third 20 by Shiva see Table 
below. 

Table: List of the 60-year Cycle of Samvatsaras 


1. Prabhava 16. Chirabhanu 31. Hemlambi 46. Paridhavi 
2. Vibhava 17. Subhanu 32. Vilambi 47. Pramadi 
3. Shukla 18. Tarana 33. Vikari 48. Ananda 

4. Pramoda 19. Parthiva 34. Sarvari 49. Rakshas 
5. Prajapati 20. Vyaya 35. Plava 50. Nala 

6. Angira 21. Sarvajit 36. Shubhkrita 51. Pingala 

7. Shrimukh 22. Sarvadhari 37. Shobhakrita 52. Kalayukta 
8. Bhava 23. Virodhi 38. Krodhi 53. Siddharti 
9. Yuva 24. Vikriti 39. Vishwavasu 54. Raudra 
10. Dhata 25. Khara 40. Paraabhava 55. Durmati 


11. Ishwara 26. Nandana 41. Plavang 56. Dundubhi 
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12. Bahudhanya 27. Vijay 42. Kilak 57. Rudhirodgari 
13. Pramathi 28. Jaya 43. Saumya 58. Raktakshi 

14. Vikram 29. Manmatha 44, Sadharana 59. Krodhan 

15. Vrisha 30. Durmukha 45. Virodhakrit 60. Kshaya 


SANDHI:Boundary, limit; morning and evening twilight; daybreak or dawn and dusk 
either of a day or a yuga (q.v.) or a manvantara (q.v.), meeting point of two different 
groups. It also refers to the last 24 minutes of a lunar day (tithi), as well as to the last 2 
minutes of a zodiacal sign and the last 24 seconds of a Navamsa. 

SANDHYA: Twilight. In some scriptures, Sandhya is personified as the daughter of Brahma 
and wife of Shiva. In one of the Puranic stories, Brahma is said to have attempted to seduce 
his daughter, but she changed herself into a deer. He pursued her in the sky assuming the 
form of a stag. When Shiva saw this injustice, he shot an arrow to cut off the stag's head. 
The arrow is said to remain in the sky as Ardra, the 6th asterism, and the stag's head as 
Mrigashirsha, the 5th asterism. 

SANDHYA DASA:A kind of planetary - ruler ship over the life of an individual. 
SANGITHA KANDA:A system of astrological prediction based on factors such as the 
planetary combinations at the beginning of a Samvatsara (q.v.), appearance of a comet, 
presence of omens, birth-marks, nature of the breathing when a query is made and such 
other unusual occurrences. 

SANI:The planet Saturn. Its regent is represented as a dark man in black garments with a 
black vulture as its stead. Sani is represented in the legends as a son of Sun and Chhaya but 
according to another scripture he is said to be an offspring of Balarama and Revati. 
Saturn's mean distance from Sun is 886,100,000 miles. Its sidereal period is 29.46 years, the 
period of axial rotation is 10 hours and 48 minutes, and equatorial diameter 75,100 miles. 
Its mass is 95 times heavier than that of Earth. Its maximum surface temperature is -2400F. 
It has an unique system of rings made up of small particles revolving round Saturn in the 
manner of dwarf Moons but looking like a solid sheet. (Recent explorations indicate that 
some outer planets also seem to have such rings.) The rings of Saturn measure 170,000 miles 
end to end, but are not more than 10 miles thick. Saturn has nine satellites, the largest being 
Titan which has a diameter of over 3,000 miles and is known to possess an atmosphere 
composed chiefly of methane. 

Astrologically, Saturn is a malefic. It obscures the spiritual impulses of Sun, pushes them 
inward and makes the individual grossly materialistic. Saturn's aspect on the 9th house in a 
natal chart, and on Moon, Sun and the ascendant makes an individual ascetic and desirous 
of inner illumination, often resulting in serious psychological setbacks. 

Saturn rules over Capricorn and Aquarius; the latter is also its trine sign. It is exalted in 
Libra and debilitated in Aries. It is related with the north-eastern direction. 
Saturn produces Sasa Yoga (q.v.) and Parivrajya Yogas (q.v.). 

SANJNA:Spiritual consciousness; Gayatri. Daughter of Vishwakarma and a wife of Sun. 
SANKHYA:Pronounced as Sunkhya, it means numbers, digits, but pronounced as 
Saankhya it means relating to numbers and refers to one of the 6 systems of Hindu 
philosophy attributed to sage Kapil. It enumerates 25 Tattwas and aims at the 
emancipation of the individual from the thralldom of these elements so that Purusha is 
released from the fetters of phenomenal existence. The release comes from the true 
knowledge of the 24 elements (besides Purusha) and properly comprehending the nature of 
Purusha or Atman as distinct from him. Sankhya philosophy regards the whole universe an 
expression of Prakritti , Purusha being a passive onlooker, a sakshi . Sankhya agrees with 
Vedanta in being a synthesis while differs from Nyaya and Vaiseshika (q.v.), which are 
primarily analytical. Sankhya differs from Vedanta in its assumption of two separate 
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principles as Purusha and Prakriti; it also does not assume a Supreme Reality as the 
Creator of the entire existence, which is postulated in Vedanta. 
SANKHYAYOGA:Depending upon the number of signs occupied by the seven planets 
(excluding the nodes), Sankhya Yoga is formed. The different combinations formed by the 
number of houses occupied afe given different names, viz., (a) Vina Yoga (seven signs 
occupied); (b) Dama Yoga (six signs occupied); (c) Pasha Yoga (five signs occupied); (d) 
Kedar Yoga (four signs occupied); (e) Shula Yoga (three signs occupied); (f) Yuga Yoga 
(two signs occupied); and (g) Gola Yoga (one sign occupied). These combinations produce 
results when any other yoga formed by such combinations. eg. Chap Yoga, Kshetri Yoga, 
Nav Yoga, etc. do not occur. Results of the various combinations of Sankhya Yogas are 
given under their respective names. 

SANKRANTI: Passage from one point to another. The passage of Sun or any planet from 
one zodiacal sign to another. (This term should not be confused with Krantivrita which 
means Ecliptic or with Kranti Pradesh which refers to the Zodiac.) 

SANGAMA: Coming together; conjunction of planets. 


SANYAS:Asceticism. Renunciation of worldly relationships. The fourth or the last stage of 
a Brahmins religious life. (See also Pravraiya Yoga) 

SAPTA:Seven; a sacred number; many compounds proceed there from. It also refers to the 
seven planets excluding the nodes. 

SAPTASLAKA:A term used in Jaimini Astrology. It indicates the mutual intervention, 
Vedha, between different planets. Seven vertical lines and seven horizontal lines drawn 
intersecting one another would give 28 (i.e., 7 X 4 = 28) terminals of the two sets of seven 
intersecting lines. These terminals are marked seriatim beginning with 1 as the second 
topmost terminal on the left-hand side and continuing upward and turning right hand top 
terminals till one comes to 21st terminal. The terminal after 21 is assigned zero followed by 
22 number. The 27 numbers represent the asterisms in the same order beginning with 
Ashwini as 1. On the basis of this chart one can find out whether the two planets have vedha 
or nullifying relationship between them. For example, if in a natal chart Saturn is in 
Moolam which is the 19th asterism and Venus is in Punar-vasu which is the 7th asterism, 
one finds that 19 and 7 are terminals of the same straight line, so they nullify the effect of 
one another. This diagram is used for various other purposes as well 

SAPTAMSA: Seventh part (1 / 7) of a zodiacal sign. Each part of it is ruled by a planet. The 
lordship of different parts of odd signs (q.v.) begin with the ruler ship of the planet owning 
the given sign itself and each subsequent part is ruled by the lord of the subsequent sign. 
For even signs, the sequence starts from the ruler ship of the 8th house from it. The deities 
presiding over the various divisions are Kshara (water), Kshira (milk), Dahi (curd), Aajya 
(clarified butter, ghee), [kshura (sugarcane), Madya (wine), and Sudhajala (pure drinking 
water). 

SAPTARISHI:The seven regents of the earth. As stars they represent the constellation of 
the Great Bear (Ursa Major). They are also called the Riksha and Chitra Sikhandinas 
(meaning the bright crested). (See Rishi) 

SAPTAVARGA BALA:Sevenfold strength of a planet. It is based on their position in (1) 
zodiacal sign (Rasi), (2) Hora (the two halves of a sign), (3) Drekkan (one-third portion of a 
sign), (4) Saptamsa (one-seventh portion of a sign), (5) Navamsa (one--ninth portion of a 
sign), (6) Dwadasamsa (one-twelfth portion of a sign), and (7) Thrimsamsa (one--thirtieth 
division of a sign). These terms are explained under their respective names. 

SARAKA AND MARAKA:Planets ruling cardinal houses and trine houses are Saraka or 
beneficial planets, while those ruling the 6th, 8th, and 12th houses are Maraka or 
inauspicious planets. 
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SARASWATI: [Saraswati = watery, elegant]. In the Vedas, Saraswati is celebrated both as a 
river and a deity. Her position as Vach, the goddess of speech, is recognized by the 
Brahmanas and the Mahabharata. The Puranic stories make her a daughter and wife of 
Brahma. (See Viraj) She is represented as of white color, with grace-f4l appearance, 
wearing a slender crescent on her brow, sitting on a lotus, with a swan as her stead and 
veena, the stringed musical instrument in her hand. In Atharva Veda, Saraswati, identified 
as Vach-Viraj, is a daughter of Kama, the god of desire. The Mahabharata considers her as 
the mother of the Vedas. The Padnia Purana mentions her as the daughter of Daksha, wife 
of Kashyapa, and the mother of Gandharvas and Apsaras. She is also called Sri, the 
resplendent, and as a river she is supposed to have been lost in the sands of Great Desert. 
SARVADHARI:The 22nd year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras (q.v.). It is ruled by Vishnu. 
An individual born during this year is obedient to his parents, devoted to his teachers, 
valiant in his activities, quiet in disposition, and glorious in achievements. 

SARVAJIT:The 21st year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras (q.v.). It is ruled by Vishnu. A 
person born during this year begins to worship Vishnu after accomplishing great deeds and 
spends his life performing meritorious deeds. 

SARVASTAKA VARMI 

The sum total of Ashtakavarga (q.v.) points. It shows the significance of different aspects in 
the individual's life as well as the benefic influences of the planets relative to different 
houses. 

SASA YOGA:One of the Panch Maha Purusha Yogas (q.v.). It is produced by a strong 
Saturn occupying a cardinal house while occupying its own or its exaltation sign. It makes 
the individual command many retinues. His libidinous proclivity is unbridled. He 
commands over a region. He is psychologically at a point where a radical transformation in 
his attitude is imminent; disenchantment with sex life could lead him towards spirituality. 
He may turn out to be a desire less philanthropist. 

SASTYAMSA:One-sixtieth part of a sign, which is equal to 30 minutes. Planetary ruler- 
ship of these parts begins with the planet owning the sign, followed by the sequence of the 
sign lords. The presiding deities of the parts are the demons, devas, Kuber, and similar 
natural powers. 

SAT:Ever-present reality. The Divine essence which exists, yet cannot be perceived 
physically, as it is Absoluteness, Be-ness itself, Brahman or, the Supreme Spirit. 
SATABDIKA:A system of Dasa System applicable in case the ascendant is in Vargottama 
Navamsa . It is calculated by counting the birth asterism from Revati (q.v.) and dividing the 
number by 7. The remainder represents the planet ruling at birth. The sequence of the 
planets and the years of their ruler ship are given below: 


Sun 5 years 
Moon 5 years 
Venus’ (10 years 
Mercury |10 years 
Jupiter 20 years 


Mars 20 years 
Saturn 30 years 


SATBHISAG :The 24th asterism extending from 3060 40' to 3200 00' of the zodiac. It is 
ruled by Rahu, and its presiding deity is Varuna (q.v.). Its primary attribute is Sattwa, 
harmony. Its basic motivation is Dharma, righteousness. The asterism is also known as 
Pracheta , a term which is_ related with Manu, Daksha and _ Valmikis. 
Satbhisag is classified as service class, horse by species, demon by temperament, human by 
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animal type, and is related with the southern direction. It is assigned the symbol of a 
thousand-petal led flower which represents the hundred stars included in the constellation. 
It often produces psychological pain, specially in those individuals who are led on the path 
of spiritual enfoldment. 

SATATHRIMSHATAMSA DASA:A system of planetary rulership. It is applicable 
especially in those births when the ascendant is in Sun's Hora (q.v.) for daytime births or in 
Moon's Hora for night time births. 

SATI:A daughter of Daksha and wife of Rudra, i.e., Shiva. She is known as Sati because she 
immolated herself when her father, while performing a yajna, did not accord due respect to 
her husband. She then became the daughter of Himvat and Mena, and was called Uma as 
well as Parvati. She did penance to regain Shiva as, her husband, and was finally married to 
him. The word Sati is presently also used to denote a wife who burns herself at her 
husband's pyre. Sati means truth personified. 

SATRU:Enemy. 

SATTWA:Essence. The quality of purity, good-ness, balance, harmony. One of the three 
primary attributes, Gunas (q.v.), the other two being Rajas, activity, and Tamas meaning 
darkness, stag-nation, inertia. 

SATTWIC HOUSES:According to some astrologers, the Ist, 4th, 5th, and 9th houses in a 
natal chart. 

SATURN:See Sani. 

SATYAM: Truth, reality. One of the 12 classes of gods, and one of the 14 lokas . 
SAUKHA-NIDHI KARAKA 

Venus. The planet which bestows on the individual much wealth, happiness, luxury and 
affable social relationships. 

SAUMYA:Graceful; auspicious. One of the 9 divisions of Earth. A particular class of Pitris . 
The planet Mercury. 

The 43rd year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras (q.v.) ruled by Shiva. Persons born during this 
year are pure, well behaved, skilled in their profession, fortunate and self-controlled. They 
often help the troubled and assist the sick. 

SAURYA MASA,:Sun's transit from one Sankranti (q.v.) to another. The period taken by 
Sun in traversing a sign of the zodiac. 

SAVANA MASA:The interval between two sunrises (Savana days) multiplied by thirty 
days. The Savana days are not always equal, so a mean duration is taken as the base. 
SAWA:A concept used in Kala Chakra Dasa (q.v.). 

SAYANA:Sayana means taking into account the precession of the equinoctial point (q.v.) 
every year. It shifts every year by a little less than a minute, and in 72 years it shifts a 
degree, and in 25,868 years, or approximately 26,000 years, it covers the complete zodiac. 
This shift is taken into account in the delineation of heavenly bodies in the Western system 
of astrological predictions, while the Hindu (or the Vedic) system considers the positions of 
planets without taking into account the precession. The difference between the Sayana and 
Nirayana (without taking precession into account) planetary delineations is the extent of 
precession, which in the year 1998 was approximately (Mean) 230 49' 45". (See Ayanamsa) 
Sayana or Sayanacharya was also the name of a celebrated commentator of the Rig Veda 
SAYANA TULA/DAKSHIN SAMPAT: Autumnal Equinox. 

SESHA/SESHANAG: King of the serpent race, or Nagas, and of the infernal regions, Patala. 
The thousand-headed serpent which serves as the couch and canopy of Vishnu for reclining. 
Sometimes Seshanag is represented as supporting the world, and sometimes as upholding 
the seven Patala lokas. He is said to have served as the churning cord during the churning 
of the ocean by the gods and the demons. He is represented clothed in purple and wearing a 
white necklace, holding in one hand a plough and in the other a pestle. The Puranic stories 
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make him a son of Kashyapa and Kadru. He is said to have incarnated as Balarama, a 
partial avatara of Vishnu, and the elder brother of Krishna. 

SHADABALA: The 6 kinds of planetary strength recognized under the Parashari system of 
Vedic astrology. These are (i) Sthanbala, or positional strength, (ii) Dikbala, or directional 
strength, (iii) Kabbala, or temporal strength, (iv) Chestabala, or motional strength, (v) 
Naisargikabala, or inherent strength, and (vi) Drikabala, or the strength derived from 
aspects of planets. 

SHAKTI:Power; sovereign authority. It is primarily of 3 kinds, viz., Prabhushakti or 
Prabhavashakti (the majesty of pre-eminence), Mantrashakti (the power of words or of 
good counsel), and Utsahashakti (the power of enthusiasm). 
Shakti is also the active power of a deity, represented as his wife, consort, or the female 
divinity. Often it is represented as the female generative organ, the counterpart of phallus 
which is the symbol of Shiva's creative power. The female energy of a deity is usually 
worshipped by Saktas, who perform rituals (and even Tantric black magic) to obtain 
supersensory powers and control of nature's spirits. 
Shakti represents cosmic feminine creative power. It is personified as Devi, Mahakali, 
Mahalakshmi, Mahasaraswati and their various other manifestations. Shakti stands for 
conscious power which is the polar opposite of pure consciousness. 

Positive and passive polarized energies as Father and Mother, or Shiva and Shakti resulted 
from the differentiation of the Shiva-Shakti Tattwa (q.v.) which also was a manifestation of 
the Absolute All into the root of consciousness called Shiva and the root of power called 
Shakti. All subsequent manifestations of consciousness arise from Shiva and the power from 
Shakti. 

SHAKTI YOGA:A planetary combination formed by all planets situated in the 7th, 8th, 
9th, and 10th houses. It makes the individual lazy and devoid of wealth and happiness but 
he acquires great skill in arguing for criminal litigants. 

SHAKYA MUNI:A powerful saint. An appellation of Gautama, Lord Buddha. 
SHAMBALA:A mysterious and mythical locality believed to be in the Himalayas, in the 
sacred island of the Gobi desert. A locality mentioned in the Puranas. A seat of highly 
evolved divine beings. 

SHANKHA YOGA:A planetary combination formed in 2 ways, viz., (i) the lords of the 5th 
and 6th houses in cardinal houses from one another, while the ascendant is strong, and (ii) 
the lords of the ascendant and the 10th house placed in movable signs while the lord of the 
9th house is strong. These combinations make the individual born under them, well versed 
in scriptures, a man of principles and ethics, and engaged in laudable activities. Such 
individuals have a long life. 

SHARYOGA:A planetary combination formed by the placement of all planets in the 4th, 
5th, 6th and 7th houses. It makes the individual born under it cruel and related with prisons 
(not necessarily as a prisoner). 

SHARAD:Autumn. It roughly comprises two lunar months, viz., Ashwin and Kartika. It 
corresponds to the period from 20th September to 20th November. This season is ruled by 
Mercury. 

SHARDAYOGA:A planetary combination formed in two ways, viz., (i) the lord of the 10th 
house posited in the 5th house, Mercury placed in a cardinal house, and Sun either in its 
own sign or in a very strong position, and (ii) Jupiter situated in a trine house from Moon, 
and Mars in a trine house from Mercury. Under these combinations, an individual becomes 
well behaved, dutiful, God-fearing and is honored by the state. 

SHARVARI:The 34th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras (q.v.). It is ruled by Vishnu. An 
individual born during this year is respectful to religion and scriptures and is devoted to 
gods and priests. He is fond of sweets. 

SHASHTASHTAKA: Two planets in the 6th and 8th positions from each other. 
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SHAT RUPA:Brahma's daughter. (See Vach-Viraj, and Saraswati) 

SHIKHIN:[Shikhin = pointed, proud, peacock, an arrow, a lamp, a bull, a horse, a 
mountain. A religious mendicant, a Brahmin]. The planet Ketu, the south node of Moon. 
SHIROVINDU: Zenith. 

SHISHIR:The cold season comprising the two lunar months of Magha and Phalguna which 
approximately correspond to 20th January to 20th March. Saturn rules this season. 
SHISHUMARA:The heavenly porpoise. The planetary sphere, which, as described, in the 
Vishnu Purana, has the shape of a porpoise, Vishnu being seated in its heart, and Dhruva 
(q.v.), the pole star, in its tail. As Dhruva revolves, it causes Sun, Moon, and other planets to 
go round, and the asterisms follow in its circular path, for all the celestial luminaries are, in 
fact, bound to the pole star by an aerial cord. The Vishnu Purana further states that the 
person who sees the constellation redeems his sins for a very long time. 

SHIVA [Shiva = auspicious, propitious]. The third person of Hindu Trinity known as Shiva, 
the destroyer, while the other two are Brahma, the creator, and Vishnu, the preserver. 
Shiva is also known as Shankar (meaning he who confers happiness and prosperity), 
Mahadeva (the great, lord), Bholenath (the lord of primeval innocence), Trilochan (the 
person with three eyes) and Rudra (the fierce). He is considered as Yogishwar, the ultimate 
objective of all yogis. 

The Puranic stories describe Mars as arising from the sweat of Shiva when he was 
extremely desolate in the absence of his consort, Parvati. Kartikeya (q.v.) was born of his 
virility to destroy the demon Taraka. Shukra, Venus, rose from his sexual impulse aroused 
by the seductive appearance of Vishnu, a form in which he (Vishnu) had beguiled and 
destroyed Bhasmasura, a demon, who had become almost invincible due to Shiva's boon. 
SHIVA YOGA:The planetary combination formed by the placement of the lord of the 5th 
house in the 9th house, the lord of the 9th house in the 10th house, and the lord of the 10th 
house in the 5th house. The combination makes the individual born under it an invincible 
conqueror, an eminent scholar and a religious person. 

SHOBHAN:See Sobhakrita. 


SHOBRAKRITA/SHOBHAN: The 37th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras. It is ruled by 
Vishnu. Persons born during this year are balanced, quiet, courageous and charitable in 
disposition. 

SHODASAMSA:One-sixteenth (1/16) part of a zodiacal sign, each part being equal to 10 52' 
30". The planetary ruler ship over these parts begins with cardinal signs: the first 
Shodasamsa in cardinal signs is ruled by Mars, the ruler of Aries; in fixed signs. Sun, the 
ruler of Leo, becomes the first ruler; and for common signs, the ruler ship begins with 
Jupiter, the ruler of Sagittarius. The deities presiding over them follow the cyclic order of 
Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva and Surya consecutively. The second and subsequent ruler ships are 
assigned to the lords of the next signs. For example, in the series with Jupiter as the initial 
ruler, the subsequent parts are ruled by Saturn (the lord of Capricorn), Saturn (the lord of 
Aquarius), Jupiter (the lord of Pisces) and Mars (the lord of Aries) and so on. 
SHODASHOTRI SYSTEM:The Data system (q.v.) applicable to an individual born under 
Chandra Hora, (q.v.) the darker half of a lunar month, but under the Sun Hora if born 
during the brighter half of the lunar month. 

Direction (q.v.) under this system is worked out as follows. Birth asterism is counted from 
Pushya and is divided by 8; the remainder gives the planetary ruler ship at birth. If the 
remainder is 1, it indicates the ruler ship of Sun. The sequence and the period of ruler ship 
of different planets are as follows: 

1=Sun, 11 years; 2=Mars, 12 years; 3=Jupiter, 13 years; 4=Saturn, 14 years; 5=Ketu, 15 
years; 6=Moon, 16 years; 7=Mercury, 17 years; and 8=Venus, 18 years. Rahu does not have 
ruler ship under this system. 
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SHRAVANA:The 22nd asterism extending from 2800 00' to 2930 20' of the zodiac. It is 
ruled by Moon; its presiding deity is Vishnu. Its basic attribute is Sattwa, harmony. Its 
primary motivation comes from Artha, the goal-directed activity. It is symbolized by an 
ear; sometimes an arrow is inscribed for it. 

It is an outcaste by class, a monkey by species, a man by temperament, and a quadruped by 
animal type. It is related with north direction. It leads the individual to an inner 
understanding of spiritual life, conformity with traditional values and makes him a 
sustaining force for the society. 

SHRI YOGA: The planetary combination constituted by the lords of the 2nd and 9th houses 
together in a cardinal house along with its lords while Jupiter is expecting this house. The 
combination enables the individual to attain an eminent position in the society and honor by 
the state. The combination begins giving results after the age of 22 years. 

SHRIMAD YOGA:A planetary combination formed by the lords of the 9th and 10th houses 
in a cardinal position from each other, while the ascendant is expected by Jupiter. An 
individual born under this combination is proficient in his profession, charitable in 
disposition and is respected by the society. 

SHRIMUKH:The 7th year in the cycle of 60 Sanivatsaras (q.v.). It is ruled by Brahma. 
Persons born during this year are rich, religious, arrogant, and traders of metals. 
SHRINATH YOGA:A planetary combination formed by the placement of the lord of the 
7th house in the 10th house, and the lord of the 9th house placed with the lord of the 10th 
house. If the lord of the 7th house or the lord of the 10th house is exalted, the combination 
becomes very powerful. It makes the individual born under it equivalent to Indra (q.v.), the 
god of gods: he enjoys much power, status and wealth. He lives a very long life. 
SHRIGASTAK YOGA:A planetary combination formed by the placement of all planets in 
the ascendant, 5th and 9th houses. It makes the concluding part of one's life happy and 
contented. 

SHUBHA;Auspicious. Benefices, viz., Jupiter, Venus, Mercury and a strong Moon 
SHUBHA YOGA: The lord of the Navamsa sign of the lord of the 9th house in exaltation 
while the lord of the 2nd house occupies the 9th house-this combination constitutes Shubha 
Yoga. An individual born under it is learned, well behaved, polite and devoted to religion. 
He lives a long life. 

SHUBHKRITA:The 36th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras (q.v.). It is ruled by Vishnu. 
Persons born during this year are dutiful, graceful, wise, religious, austere, and protective 
of their subordinates. 

SHUBHAKARTRI YOGA:An auspicious combination formed by the flanking of a planet 
or a house by two benefices in strength. It leads to unexpected support in life in relation 
with the planet/house concerned. 

SHUKLA: White. It is also the name of the 3rd year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras (q.v.). It 
is ruled by Brahma. Persons born during this year are pure at heart, quiet, gentle, fond of 
women, philanthropists, but (personally) poor. 

SHUKLAPAKSHA: Brighter half of a lunar month. 

SHUKRA/SHUKRACHARYA,:The planet Venus and its regent. The Puranic stories relate 
his birth with the downward movement of Shiva's creative fluid aroused by the ' seductive 
form of Vishnu, which he had assumed to beguile Bhasmasura, a demon, to his destruction. 
Shiva wanted to see that form at the instance of Parvati. 

Shukracharya is said to be the priest of Bali and other Daityas which made him Daityaguru, 
the preceptor of demons. He is one-eyed, the other one having been destroyed when Bali 
was preparing to offer his entire kingdom to Vamanavatar (q.v.) in fulfillment of his vow of 
gift which Shukra wanted to stop as he did not approve of the gift. 

He is also said to possess the ambrosial drink, Mritasanjivani, which could bring the dead to 
life. He is also identified with Usana, who authored Dharma Shastra, the code of righteous 
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living. Shukra is also known by his patronymic Bhargava, as well as by Bhrigu and Kavi. 
Venus, the planet, is presided over by Kamadeva, the Indian Cupid. 

Shukra represents semen virile and is the signification of wife, marital felicity, conveyance, 
perfumes and ornaments. Venus is watery as element, phlegmatic in body humors and 
white in color, Brahmin by caste, young in appearance and is related with the south-eastern 
direction. It is Raja sic by temperament, strong in the afternoon, aquatic and biped by 
species, and has a strong affinity to diamond. It is auspicious in its effect. 

Venus owns Taurus and Libra. It is exalted in Pisces and is debilitated in Virgo. 


SHULA YOGA:See Sankhya Yoga. It is one of the Sankhya Yogas. Individuals born under 
it are short-tempered, fond of material attainments but very poor. The physical body bears 
marks of physical injuries. 

SHVETA: White. The planet Venus. One of the minor dwipas (islands) in Puranic stories 
which in occult literature is described as the "White Island". Sometimes it is considered as 
another name for Shambala (q.v.). 

SIDDHA:Accomplished. Semi-divine beings of great purity and holiness. They are so 
characterised by possession of eight Siddhis (q.v.). 

SIDDHANTA: [Siddhanta = established doctrines]. An aspect of astrological science which 
lays down rules for the determination of planetary positions. Surya Siddhanta deals with 
Sun, taking into account the part of ecliptic, the tilting of Earth's axis, solar transits in 
zodiacal signs, solar ingress and such other details 

SIDDHARTH:One who is born to accomplish his desire. A name given to Gautam Buddha 
at his birth. It is also the name of the 53rd year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras (q.v.), ruled 
by Shiva. Persons born during this year are learned, well-versed in Vedic scriptures, quiet, 
philanthropists, tender at heart and are respected by the state. 

SIDDHIS:Accomplishments. Superhuman or supernatural powers achieved by yogic 
practices. Attributes of perfection. The eight Siddhis for men are (i) Anima, the power to 
become as small as an atom; (ii) Laghima, the power to assume excessive lightness at will; 
(iii) Prapti, the power to obtain anything which is desired; (iv) Mahima or Garima, the 
power to increase one's size at will; (v) Ishitwam, the assumption of superiority or 
greatness; (vi) Prakamyam, acquisition of irresistible will; (vii) Vashitwam, the power to 
hold others in subjugation to one's will; and (viii) Kamawasayitha, the power to control 
one's passions and desires. Patanjah, in his Yoga Sutras, has listed 29 Siddhis which inter 
alia include Prajna, the attainment of the light of higher consciousness; and Atitanagat 
Jnanam, the knowledge of the past and future; the power to make an object invisible; the 
power to make any sound inaudible; and the knowledge of the time of one's death. 
SIDEREAL DAY:The interval between two successive passages of the vernal equinoxes 
(q.v.) over the meridian, being about 4 minutes shorter than a mean solar day. Sidereal 
hour is 1/24th part of the sidereal day. 

SIDEREAL LIGHT: Light pertaining to the stars. A term used in spiritual literature where 
it refers to influences- emanating from stellar regions. It is generally associated with 
Paracelsus. It is a concept analogues to the later concept of the Astral Light (q.v.). Sidereal 
light, astral light and Akasha are identical concepts referring to the "mysterious all- 
pervading cause": they are the mysterious living as well as the indwelling fire in every form 
of manifestation, which expresses itself through phenomenalisation of primeval subjectivity, 
Neumann. The planets, through their radiance, externalize this inherent subjective core of 
the primordial essence. 

Time measured by, apparent diurnal motion of stars. At any moment of time it is defined as 
the "west hour angle of the first point of Aries (vernal equinoctial point) from the upper 
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meridian of the place," hour angle being the angular distance on the celestial sphere 
measured west-ward, along the celestial equator from the meridian to the hour circle that 
passes through a celestial object, while hour circle is a great circle on the celestial sphere 
that passes through the celestial poles and a perpendicular to the celestial equator. 

Sidereal time means time deter-mined by or from the stars. It is time determined in relation 
with the passage of Sun across the meridian: at mean noon, 12 o'clock local mean time 
(LMT) on any day, sidereal time is the Right Ascension (q.v.) of the fictitious mean Sun 
which is defined as the tropical mean longitude of Sun at the moment, as affected by mean 
aberration. Sidereal time system is derived from Earth's rotation with respect to the stars. 
The duration of sidereal day in mean solar time is 23 hrs 56 min. 4.091 sec. 

SIDEREAL YEAR:The duration of time equal to the interval representing the time 
required by Earth to complete one revolution around Sun, measured with relation to the 
fixed stars. 

SIGNIFICATOR: Karaka. Planet's basic opera-tional base, agency or the impulse, e.g., Sun 
is the significator of father; Moon, of mother, Mercury, of intelli-gence; and so on. 

SILENT WATCHERS:The Virgin Ascetics. The Kumars (q.v.) are said to be the Silent 
Watchers, who, from the fourth cosmic plane, known as Janahloka in Puranic literature, 
are said to be watching the operation of the evolutionary impulses and are supposed to 
intervene only in the improbable event of any catastrophic deviation from the destined 
course. 

The Puranic legends also speak of these Virgin Ascetics as being manifested (or born) of 
Brahma for the purpose of starting generative creation, but they abstained them-selves 
from it considered it to be an impure act, and stayed only at the higher planes. 
SIMHA/LEO:The 5th zodiacal sign. See Leo. 

SIMHASAN YOGA:A planetary combination formed by the planets occupying the 6th, 8th 
and 2nd houses from the ascendant. The combination places the individual at the centre of 
authority and power. 

SIRSHODAYAa;See Pristodaya. 

SITA: [Sita = A furrow]. In the Vedas, Sita is the furrow, or husbandry personified and 
worshiped as a deity presiding over agriculture and fruits. In the Ramayana, Sita is 
described as the daughter of Janaka, the king of Videha, and the wife of Rama (q.v.). The 
Vedic idea still adhered to her, for she is said to have sprung from the furrow: she arose 
from the earth when Janaka was plugging his fields. She is said to have lived in Satya Yuga 
as Vedavati. She and Goddess Lakshmi are supposed to be the same person. 
SKANDHA:See Kartikeya. 

SOLAR INGRESS:Entry of Sun in a sign. It refers to Sun's transit at its longitude as in the 
natal chart. The planetary positions at this epoch ‘indicate the events likely to occur during 
the year. 

SOLSTICE:Either of the two points in Sun's path at which it is farthest north or south 
from the equator. 

SOMA:The juice of a climbing plant (Asclepiasacida), which when extracted and 
fermented, forms a beverage, offered in libations, to the deities, and is drunk by the 
Brahmins. In the Rig Veda, it was elevated to the position of a deity, and represented to be 
primeval, all powerful, healing all diseases, bestowed of riches, lord of other gods, and even 
identified with the Supreme Being. 

Soma is also the presiding deity of Moon and is said to have abducted and seduced the wife 
of Brihaspati (Jupiter), which resulted in the war between gods and demons as well as in the 
birth of Buddha, the planet Mercury. (See Moon) 

SPASTHA: Details of the longitude of a planet; extension of a house division (Bhava) and of 
its cusp. 
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SPHUTA:[Sphuta = opening, blossoming]. Calculations relating to the possibility of having 
an offspring. Three important sphutas are considered in this regard: (i) Beeja (seed) sphuta, 
(ii) Kshetra (field) sphuta, and (iii) Putra tithi (opportune date for impregnation) sphuta. 
Beeja sphuta is obtained by adding the longitude of Sun, Venus and Jupiter in the 
husband's chart. The sum indicates a sign and its Navamsa. If both of these are in odd signs, 
virility is present and the chances of an offspring are good. If both are in even signs, virility 
and the chance of progeny are both absent. If one is odd and the other is even, the progeny 
may be delayed. 
Kshetra sphuta is worked out by adding the longitudes of Jupiter, Moon and Mars in the 
wife's natal chart. If the sign and Navamsa thus obtained are both in even signs, fertility 
and chances of progeny are assured. In case both are in odd signs, the progeny will be 
delayed or even denied. If one is odd and the other is even, there may be a delay but the 
progeny can be expected. Putra tithe sphuta is decisive in progeny prediction. It is 
determined as follows: Multiply the longitudes of natal Moon and Sun separately by 5, 
subtract the result obtained from Sun from that of Moon, and convert the result into 
degrees, minutes, etc. Divide it by 12. The quotient plus 1 gives the tithe required. If this is 
less than 15, it is deemed to be in the dark half, and if the remainder is less than 6, the tithe 
is in the first half. If it is more than 6, it would be in the second half. Impregnation during 
this period has greater chance of fertilization. 

STAMBHAN:Stillness of a planet when it changes its course either due to retrogression or 
of direct motion 

STARS, FIXED: Asterisms (q.v.), also known as Lunar Mansions and Nakshatras. Groups 
of stars which always maintain a fixed relative position among themselves. 

STELLAR ASTROLOGY: Astrology based on stars. Hindu astrology is stellar as it is based 
on a fixed constellational or stellar zodiac. Under this system, Data system is stellar, 
interpretation is stellar and the casting of horoscope is stellar. 

STHIRA RASIS:Fixed signs of the zodiac, viz., Taurus, Leo, Scorpio and Aquarius. 

STRI KARAKA: Signification of wife. Venus is the signification planet for wife. 
SUBHANU:The 17th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras (q.v.). It is ruled by Brahma. 
Persons born during this year are engaged in meritorious deeds; are recipients of 
unexpected support from others, but sometimes meet severe misfortunes. They are 
renowned for their collection of precious objects of art. 

SUCCEDENT HOUSES: The 2nd, 5th, 8th and 11th houses in a natal chart. These are also 
known as Panaphar houses. 

SUDRA:A class of people whose main task in ancient society was to assist and help others 
for meeting the needs of their everyday life. They are supposed to have arisen from the feet 
of Brahma. Many of the planets and asterisms have been classed as Sudras to indicate some 
of the traits of their basic impulses. 

SUKHASTHANA:The 4th house in a natal chart. It represents the nadir and signifies 
mother, fixed assets, residence, conveyance, emotion and intellect. 

SUKSHMA:|[Sukshma = minute, subtle]. In Directional calculation, the 3rd degree 
relationship of a planet, after Mahadasa and Dasa of a planet. Sukshma Dasa is the sub- 
sub-period of a planet. 

SUNAPHA YOGA:One of the planetary combinations formed by a non-luminary 
occupying the 2nd or the 12th house from Moon sign. If both the sides are thus occupied, 
Duridhara yoga is formed; if only the 2nd house is occupied, the combination is known as 
Sunapha yoga; and when only the 12th house is occupied, the combination is called Anapha 
yoga. 

All these are auspicious combinations leading to affluence, high social status, pleasing 
personality and agreeable disposition of the person- concerned. Under Anapha yoga, the 
individual acquires his wealth and power by his own efforts. Under Anapha yoga, the 
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emphasis is on exceptional and meritorious deeds and social interactions, which enable the 
individual to have sensual gratification as well. Under Duridhara yoga, one becomes 
learned, charitable, extrovert and commands a large retinue. He easily overcomes his 
opponents and adversaries. 

SURAAT:The solar ray which is said to concretize itself as Saturn. 

SURYA:Sun or the deity presiding over the planet. One of the three chief deities, along with 
Indra and Agni (fire), in the Vedas. The Puranic stories make him the son of Kashyapa and 
Aditi . In the Ramayana, he is referred to as a son of Brahma. Sun is repre-sented as 
moving in a chariot drawn by seven horses with Aruna (q.v.) as his charioteer. He is the 
supreme deity presiding over the entire manifestation. Yama, the god of death, and 
Yamuna, the celestial river, the two Ashwinis (q.v.) are said to be his offspring. Surya is also 
the father of Manu . The number 12 is related with the Adityas in the different forms of the 
Sun. 

The disposition of Sun in any horoscope indicates the central spiritual impulse in the 
individual, the quest of his soul and the eminence he' can attain. Sun is the signification of 
Atma, father, health, intuition, official status, understanding of the mysteries of life and 
inner government of the world. He is said to be the king of the planetary hierarchy. 

Sun controls the bones in the human body. Astrologically he is fiery in element, bilious by 
body humor, warrior by class, old in age (for experience and wisdom), male by sex, and 
related with the eastern direction. Sun represents Sattwic attribute. He represents gold, is 
powerful during midday, and is fierce in temperament. Sun has special affinity for forests, 
temples and summer season, which indicate its sway over occult initiations in occult 
wisdom. 

Sun rules over Leo, is exalted in Aries and is debilitated in Libra. It has strong harmonious 
relationship with Mars and Jupiter, and is inimical with Saturn, though the latter is said to 
be his offspring. 

SURYA SIDDHANTA:A celebrated work on astronomy supposed to be revealed by Sun. 
SUSHUMNA NADI:One of the principal rays of Sun; it is said to be the ray which gives 
radiance to Moon. Sushumna Nadi also refers to a particular artery of the human body 
around the spinal cord, in between Ida and Pingala, 


SUSHUPTI:Profound sleep. One of the four stages of consciousness, viz., legato (waking 
state), Swapna (dream state), Sushupti (profound sleep), and Turiya (Samadhi state). 
SUTRATMA: [Sutra = thread; Atma = Self]. Thread--Self, so called because the permanent 
atoms of various bodies (cf. Sheaths) are strung on a Buddhic-web. It is also known as the 
thread of spirit, the immortal ego, the individuality, which incarnates one life after the other 
and upon which are strung like beads on a string, his countless personalities. The universal 
life-supporting air, Samashti Prana, the universal energy. 

SWARGA:Heaven, paradise; the abode of Indra (q.v.) and of the gods. Also called Svarga 
loka (q.v.), one of the 14 lokas. 

SWABHAVAT:That which exists in its own nature. World substance and stuff, rather that 
which is behind it, the spirit and essence of the substance. The term comes from Subhava 
(Primeval nature) or Swabhava (inherent or basic nature). The word is composed of three 
words, viz., Su, good, perfect, fair; Sva, self, its own, basic, inherent, and Bhava, being or 
the state of existence. Swabhavat refers to that from which all nature proceeds and returns 
into it at the end of the life cycle. It is also said to be the "plastic essence of matter." 
SWAHA:|[Swaha = offering]. Daughter of Daksha and Prasuti. She was the wife of Vahni or 
Fire, or of Abhimani, one of the Agnis. 

SWASTIKA:A mystic religious mark placed upon persons or things. It denotes good 
fortune and stands for cosmic unity. The hands of Swastika are reversed in Janis. In 
Masonic teachings, it stands for "the most ancient Order of the Brotherhood of the Mystic 
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Cross." In esoteric philosophy, it is considered the most mystic and ancient diagrams. 'It is 
said to be the originator of the '49 Fires' by friction. The symbol is supposed to be enshrined 
on Lord Buddha's heart, and therefore called 'the Heart's Seal! According to Blavatsky, it 
was laid on 'the breast of departed initiates after their death.' As a mystic symbol, it is used 
in some form or the other in many world religious esoteric philosophies and literature. It 
represents manifestation at all levels in essence. 

SWATI: [Swati = sword]. The 15th asterism extending from 1860 40' to 2000 00' of the 
zodiac, under whose impact rain-drops falling within oyster shells are believed to produce 
fine quality pearls. The asterism is ruled by Rahu, and its presiding deity is Vayu. Its 
primary motivation comes from Artha , its basic attribute is Tamas, inertia. It is classified 
as butcher by class, buffalo by species, godly by temperament and human by animal type. It 
is related with the northern direction. The asterism is symbolized by coral and sometimes 
by sapphire. 

Swati is characterized male by sex. It provides fiery passion and arouses the urge for 
pleasure seeking activities. The asterism leads to self--centeredness, but esoterically it leads 
to psychological transformation leading to expansion of spiritual consciousness. 
SWAVEDAMSA: Also known as Chatwarimshamsa (1/40th part of a zodiacal sign). Each 
part of it comprises 45 minutes. Plan-eatery ruler ship over each of these parts is decided 
according to their being in odd or in even signs. The planetary ownership in odd signs 
begins with the lord of Aries at its first part and every successive part is ruled by the lord of 
the following sign. Similarly, the lordship for even signs, the ruler ship of its first part 
begins with that of the lord of Libra, and each successive part is ruled by the lord of the 
following sign in their circular order. 

SWAYAMBHU:The self-existent. A name of Brahma, the creator. 

TAJAKA :An astrological system primarily concerned with horary predictions. 

TAMAS :[Tamas = darkness, dullness, inertial. One of the three primary attributes, Gunas, 
the other two being Sattwa (harmony) and Rajas (activity). (See Gunas) 

TAMASIC HOUSES :The 3rd, 6th, 8th, and 12th houses in a natal chart, according to some 
astrologers. 

TANMATRA :Prime qualities, e.g., sound, touch, sight, taste, and hearing, connected with 
Bhutas (q.v.) and Indriyas (q.v.). (See Bhutas) 

TANTRA :A religious treatise related with magical and mystical formularies for the 
worship of deities, or attainment of superhuman powers. Tantriks i.e., those who attain 
perfection in this practice, worship Devi (q.v.), the female creative power of deities 
personified as Shakti. Some Tantras contain sexual rites and practices. Knowledge of real 
(spiritual) Tantras is highly secretive and available to only a few yogis of very high order. 
TAPAS :[Tapas = warmth, penance, austerity]. Meditation with self-denial. Sacrifice of 
material desires as an oblation to primordial fire to establish union with life essence. Mars 
is the planetary, deity leading to austerity. Tapas is the fire which burns all material and 
gross impurities in one's life. 

TARA :A star; a nakshatra; or planets in general. The wife of Jupiter (Brihaspati) who was 
seduced by Soma (Moon) (q.v.), from whom Budha (Mercury) (q.v.) was born. 

Tara was also the name of the wife of the ape-king Bali and the mother of Angadh. After 
Bali's death, she was taken as wife by his brother, Sugriva, who helped Rama in searching 
for his abducted wife, Sita, and assisting him in his war against Ravana. 

TARA DASA :A system of planetary ruler ship. (See Direction) Under this system, the 
planetary strength of planets in the cardinal houses determines the initial ruler ship of the 
planet; the sequence and the years of planetary ruler ships are identical to Vimshottri Dasa 


TARAKA :A demon son of Vajranaka. His austerities and devotion to Brahma made him 
arrogant and formidable to the gods. As he could be killed only by a 7-day-old son of Shiva, 
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according to the boon he had received from his lord, which was seen-tingly an impossible 
condition as Shiva was always in deep Tapas, with no possibility of his semen virile taking a 
downward direction. At the behest of the gods, Kamadeva (q.v.) disturbed the meditation of 
Shiva and was in turn reduced to ashes when an infuriated Shiva opened his third eye. In 
the process, the gods succeeded in having Skandha (q.v.) born from the semen virile of 
Shiva, who finally destroyed the demon. 

Taraka is also the name of a female daitya who was the daughter of Yaksha Suketu and 
Sunda, and was the mother of Marichi, who was a great seer. She was killed by Rama, 
though reluctantly, at the behest of Vishwarnitra. 

TARAK MAYA The war between the gods and the demons for rescuing Tara (Tarak), the 
wife of Brihaspati (Jupiter), when she was abducted aid seduced by Soma which resulted in 
the birth of Mercury. The war took place because Soma did not wish to part with Tarak 
while the latter was unwilling to return to Brihaspati or to reveal who the real father of 
Budha (Mercury) was. Brahma had to intercede to settle the matter, 

TATTWA :First principle of primary substances. The basic nature of a thing or a being. 
The real. nature of human soul or the material world, identical with the Supreme Spirit that 
pervades the universe. Blavatsky considers Tattwa as the Eternally existing That and states 
it to refer to the abstract principles of existence or categories, physical and metaphysical. 
The essential ingredients of cosmic creation are classified as Tattwas. Sankhya (q.v.) 
enumerates 24 of them. The five most important Tattwas are Akasha (sky, ether), air, fire, 
water and earth. (See Bhutas. Tanmatras, and Indriyas) 

The various planets, signs of the zodiac and asterisms are related to the different Tattwas. 
Sun and Mars represent Agni, or fire; Moon and Veilus Apasa, or water; Mercury Prithvi 
or Earth; Jupiter Akasha, or sky; and Saturn Vayu, or air. 

Among the zodiacal signs, Taurus, Virgo and Capricorn are related with earth; Gemini, 
Libra and Aquarius with air; Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces with water; and Aries, Leo and 
Sagittarius with fire. The relationship between asterisms and Tattwas are as follows: 

Fire: Uttra Phalguni (12), Hastha (13), Chittra (14), Swati (15), Vishakha (16) and 
Anuradha (17) 

Water: Aridra (6), Punarvasu (7), Pushyami (8), Ashlesha (9), Makkha (10), and Purva 
Phalguni (11) 

Earth: Ashwini (1), Bharani (2), Krittika (3), Rohini (4), and Mrigashirsha (5) 

Akasha: Dhanistha (23), Satbhisag (24), Purva Bhadrapada (25), Uttara Bhadrapada (26) 
and Revati (27) 

Air: Jyeshtha (18), Moola (19), Purva Ashadha (20), Uttara Ashadha (21) and Shravana 
(22) 

TIME, EQUATION OF :Difference between mean and true solar days. Generally the 
watches are set to indicate the mean solar time which has a longer constant equal to the 
annual mean of true solar days. In order to find out the true solar time, equation of time is 
used which is provided by the corresponding difference for a given moment, between the 
mean time and the true time. This difference is generally given in Ephemeris's, for the 
midday's. Thus the equation of time (+15 mins.) signifies that the true Sun passes the 
Meridian within the given difference. 

TITHI/LUNAR DAY :The are covered by Moon in its transit away from Sun, computed for 
the moment of its conjunction with Sun to its true longitude at the moment of the epoch. It 
is obtained by subtracting the Longitude of Sun from the longitude of Moon. A tithi is 
completed when the longitude of Moon gains exactly 12 degrees or its multiple on that of 
Sun and therefore there are 30 tithis in a lunar month. 

TITHI SPHUTA :The day appropriate for impregnation. (See Sphuta) 

TRANSIT :Passage of a planet through any zodiacal sign. Transits produce fructification of 
any anticipated planetary effect. 
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TRIKONA/TRINE HOUSES :The 5th and 9th houses in a natal chart. Ascendant is 
considered both a trine as well as a cardinal house. 


TRIKONA DASA :A system of planetary direction in which the most important sign among 
the Ist, 9th, and 5th houses determine the sequence. Otherwise, it is similar to Chara Dasa 
(q.v.). The sequence differs for odd and even signs. 

TRIKONA, MOOL :Mool Trikona position gives a strength of 90 per cent to a planet; while 
in exaltation, it secures 100 per cent strength; and in its own sign, 80 per cent. Mool 
Trikona positions of different planets are as follows: 

Sun: Leo 200; Moon: Taurus 270; Mars: Aries 120; Mercury: Virgo 160-200; Jupiter: 
Sagittarius 100; Venus: Libra 150; Saturn: Aquarius 200. 

TRILOCHAN :An epithet of Shiva because he possesses three eyes. Literally, it means the 
one who has three eyes. 

TRISHAMSA :One-thirtieth division of a sign, but classified differently for odd and even 
signs. The divisions are grouped in five categories, each having special characteristics. The 
ownership of these parts is assigned to only five planets, which excludes the luminaries as 
well as the nodes. 

TRIMURTI :'Three faces’, or 'Triple form'-the Hindu Triad or Trinity comprising Brahma 
(Creator), Vishnu (Preserver), and Shiva (Destroyer). The Vedic Trinity consists of Agni 
(fire), Vayu (air), and Surya (Sun). Brahma is the embodiment of Rajas, the quality of 
passion or desire leading to royal activities which cause manifestations to arise; Vishnu is 
the embodiment of Sattwa, the righteous disposition expressed as piety, mercy, sustenance 
by which the universe is preserved; Shiva, or Rudra, is the embodiment of Tamas, the 
attribute of darkness, wrath, the Great Void or the destructive fire by which everything is 
dissolved to its ultimate constituent. The three exist in one and one in three. 

Trimurti also stands for the three qualify active guans or attributes of the universe 
differentiated as spirit and matter; these attributes represent the three inherent, self- 
formative, self-preservative and self-destroying, aspects of the universe which lead it 
ultimately to regeneration and perfectibility. 

TRINE HOUSES 

See Trikona. 

TRIPATAKI CHAKRA :A planetary combination formed by all planets, except Jupiter 
and Mars, afflicting ascendant and Moon. It is an inauspicious combination leading to 
misfortune and frustration in life. 

TRISHNA :Desire for sentient experience. An important impetus for materialization and 
life on Nivritti Marg (q.0. 

TRITHIEYA-EKADASA :Planets placed 3rd and 11th from one another. 

TROPICAL LONGITUDE :Longitude of a celestial body measured as an arc of the ecliptic 
(q.v.) between the vernal equinoctial point and the meridian of the body (the perpendicular 
arc to the ecliptic drawn through the body). It takes into account the precession of 
equinoxes (q.v.) in relation to zodiacal signs whereas the sidereal longitude of a planet is 
measured along the fixed zodiac. 

TROPICAL ZODIAC :Zodiacal signs beginning with the zero degree of Aries taking into 
account the precession of equinoxes. 

TUNGA-HRASH : Debilitation. 

TUNGA RASI :Exaltation sign of a planet. 


TURIYA :Fourth state of consciousness. The state of highest level of consciousness; the 
Nirvanic state of Samadhi (q.v.). It is beyond the three lower levels of consciousness, viz., 
waking (Jagrat), dreaming (Swapna) and deep sleep (Sushupti). 
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TVASTRA :The divine artisan. A Vedic deity considered in the Rig Veda as the ideal artist. 
A name for Brahma Prajapati, the celestial architect. He wields the great axe and forged the 
thunderbolt of Indra. He is the vivified and bestowed of long life. He imparts generative 
power and bestows offspring. He created Brahmanspati (Jupiter), generated fire along with 
heaven and earth, and also the waters and the Bhrigus who were the ancestors of Venus. 
TVASTRI :Daughter of Tvastra, the celestial architect. She was a wife of Sun 

UDANA : Vital air that rises up the throat and passes into the head. The Buddhists consider 
it an expression of joy and praise. (See Prana) 

UDYAMA :Strenuous or assiduous efforts; firm resolve; striving hard. The 3rd house in a 
natal chart is related with Udyama or personal initiative and self-exertion. 

UPACHAYA :Progress; expansion. The 3rd, 6th, 10th, and 11th houses in a natal chart. 
UPADANA : Acquiring; withdrawal; material cause. Used in connection with assuming of a 
form or manifestation. Withdrawal of activities of the sense and perception from the 
external world and its object. The material out of which everything is made. Natural or 
immediate cause. 

UPADHI :Upa (near) + dha (to place, offer). Disguise; body; attribute. Upadhi is of 4 kinds, 
viz., caste or category (jati), attribute (guna), action or function (kriya), and name, 
appellation (sanjana). A specific case for a general effect. 

UPAGRAHA :Minor planets; invisible or shadowy planets or satellites, e.g., Dhuma, 
Vyapata, Parivesh, Indrachap, etc. 

UPAKETU :One of the invisible or shadowy planets (See Upagraha). It is one of the 
following 9 invisible minor planets: (1) Kala, (2) Parivesh, (3) Dhuma, (4) Ardhaprahara, 
(5) Yamakantaka, (6) Indrachapa, (7) Gulika, (8) Dyuteepath, and (9) Upaketu. They are 
related with Sun, Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, Saturn, Rahu, and Ketu, 
respectively. The longitudes and their positions in a natal chart are calculated according to 
well-established rules. They produce results like other results. 

UPANISHADS :Esoteric doctrine. The Upanishads are ancient religious discourses between 
the seer teachers and their earnest disciples. Many of the Upanishads form parts of the 
Vedas. There are probably more than 150 of these works. The objective of these treatises is 
to ascertain the mystic sense of the Vedic texts, so they enter into such abstruse questions as 
the origin of the universe, the nature of the deity, the nature of soul, and the connection 
between mind and matter. The discourses, often in the form of dialogues, are aimed at 
arousing the intuitive understanding of the wisdom rather than laying down well-defined 
doctrines. 

The word 'Upanishad' signifies "seating together" as well as "that which destroys 
ignorance and leads to liberation." The central theme of all Upanishads is to provide an 
insight into this liberating principle. 

The Rig Veda has an Upanishad called Aitreya. The Taittiriya Samhita of the Yajur Veda 
has an Upanishad of the same name. The Vajasaneyi Samhita has the Ishopanishad, and 
attached to the Shatapatha Brahmana it has the Brihad Aranyaka. Sama Veda has the 
Kena and Chhandogya. Atharva Veda has the Katha, Prashna, Mundaka, Mandukya and 
others, about 52 in number. These are the most important of the Upanishads. 

URDHWA :Zenith; upwards. 

USHA/USHAS :The dawn. She is the daughter of heaven, and the sister of night. "Dawn, 
daughter of Heaven and Night, her sisters are obverse and reverse sides of the same eternal 
Infinite"-Sri Aurobindo. Often said to be a charioteer of Sun, she is sometimes referred to 
as his sister and sometimes his daughter. Dawn is said to be the image and godhead of the 
opening out of the supreme illumination on the night of our human ignorance: she rises 
with the radiances of her Truth, and with the bliss of her boons. She presents one of the 
most beautiful myths of the Vedas and is enveloped in poetry (Dowson). She does not 
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despise the small or the great, she brings wealth; she is always the same, immortal, divine; 
age cannot touch her; she is the young goddess, but she makes men grow old. 

Usha is also the name of a daitya princess who fell in love with a prince she saw in her 
dream. From a sketch done by one of her favorite companions, the prince was identified as 
Aniruddha, the grandson o Krishna. The prince, by magical powers, was brought to Usha, 
and was kept captive by binding him with serpent bonds. After a fight, Krishna rescued 
Aniruddha and took him and his wife Usha to Dwarka. 

USHANASIKA :A period of malefic influence. It is personified as a black shining figure 
with 7 faces, 7 arms, and a tail with glowing hair standing erect, on the head. It moves 
forward destroying everything. 

Ushanasika pervades for 7 % ghatis (or 3 hours) after the first ghati in Ashwini, for 5 ghatis 
after 55 ghatis in Bharani, and for 2 ghatis after 21 ghatis in Krittika; Ushanasika's periods 
are in the same order for the next four groups of three asterisms each till the 15th 
constellation Swati. The remaining 12 asterisms are divided into four group of 3 asterisms 
each. For the first group, this malefic influence pervades the first 8 ghatis of Vishakha, 8 
ghatis after the 52 ghatis of Anuradha, and 10 ghatis after the 20 ghatis in Jyeshtha. In 
other words, for the first 15 asterisms the latter half of the Amsakas fall in Aries, the last 
ghatis of Amsakas fall in Scorpio, and the 9 ghatis after 6 ghatis for the Amsakas fall in 
Capricorn and form the Ushanasika period. 

For the remaining asterisms, from Vishakha to Revati, the first 8 ghatis of the Amsakas 
falling in Aries, the last 8 ghatis of the Amsakas falling in Scorpio, and the last 10 ghatis of 
Amsakas falling in Capricorn are Ushanasika period. 

The malignant influence of this malefic influence is avoided in all considerations under 
horary and elect ional (muhurtha) astrology. While examining charts in relation with 
diseases, accidents, losses, if the Ushanasika is taken into account, much accuracy is 
ordinarily claimed. 

UTTAM-VARGA :Auspicious situation. [See Varga] 

UTTARAYANA :The movement of Sun to the north of the equator; the period following 
summer solstice 

VACH :Speech. The subjective creative impulse, which emanating from the Supreme 
Creative deity, Prajapati (q.v.), became manifest as Word the beginning of cosmic ideation. 
It has been variously described in religious scriptures. In the Rig Veda, Vach appears as the 
personification of speech by which knowledge was communicated to man. Vach is described 
as the melodious cow "which milked forth sustenance and water," which yields us 
nourishment and sustenance. She has been described as the mother of the Vedas, the wife of 
Indra, the one which contains within herself all worlds. In the Atharva Veda she is 
identified with Viraj, and is the daughter of Kama (desire). The Mahabharata says, "A 
voice derived from Brahma entered into the ears of them all: the celestial Saraswati was 
then produced from the heavens." The Bhagavad Purana, describes Brahma dividing 
himself into Brahma-Viraj and Vach-Viraj, or Sat Rupa. In Padma Purana, she is 
described as a daughter of Daksha, the wife of Kashyapa, and the mother of Gandharvas 
and Apsaras. Blavatsky calls her 'the female logos’. 

Astrologically, the 2nd house in a natal chart represents the house of Vach. 

VAHAN :A stead, a vehicle, a chariot, an animal which can be ridden. Most of the gods are 
represented as having animals as their vahanas. Brahma has a hamsa, swan; Vishnu has 
Garuda, half-eagle, half-man; Shiva has Nandi, a bull; Indra has Airavata, an elephant; 
Yama, a buffalo; Kartikeya, a peacock; Kamadeva, Makara, or a parrot; Agni, a ram; 
Varuna, a fish or Makara; Ganesha, a rat; Vayu, an antelope; Saturn (or Sani), a vulture; 
and Durga, a tiger. In the Hindu scriptures, Vahan represents the nature of the manifesting 
impulse of the deity who is supposed to possess that stead. 
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VAIKHARI :Speech in its fourth stage of articulation, the first being the stirring of air or 
breath, second, articulation or utterance, the third is utterance of sound or words, and the 
fourth, or Vaikhari, is the articulation of intelligible sentences. Vaikhari represents the 
goddess of speech. 

VAIKUNTHA LOKA :Heaven of gods like Vishnu, Krishna and others. In Puranic 
literature, it is described as the eastern peak of the (mythical) Meru mountain. 

VAISHYA :The trading and agricultural class in ancient India comprising one of the four 
categories of Varnashram (q.Vv.). 

VAIVASVATA MANU :Seventh and the present Manu (q.v.). He is said to be the son of 
Surya (q.v.) and the father of Ikshavaku, the founder of the solar race of kings, to which 
Rama (q.v.) the king of Ayodhya, belonged. 

VAKRA :Retrogression (q.v.) 

VAKRA GATTI :Retrograde motion. 

VALMIKI :The celebrated sage who authored the Ramayana, which he in Vedic phrase is 
said to have "seen". He himself is represented as taking part in some of the scenes he 
describes. According to the legends, he was abandoned by his parents at birth and was 
found by some wild mountaineers who taught him the art of robbery. He became a 
highwayman but later turned to spiritualism. He had his hermitage at Chitrakuta where he 
received the banished Sita (q.v.) and educated her twin sons, Kusa and Lava. 

VANIKA :A beggar; a mendicant. 

VAPI YOGA :A planetary combination formed by all planets either in Panaphara (q.v.) or 
in Apoklima houses. It makes the individual born under it find buried treasure which he 
does not share with others. 

VARAHA :[Varaha = a boar; superiority]. The boar avatara of Vishnu when he raised 
Earth from the bottom of the sea with his tusk. 

VARAHAMIHIRA :An astronomer who was one of the nine gems in the court of 
Vikramaditya of Ujjain. He authored Brihat Samhita, Brihat Jataka and various treatises 
on predictive astrology which are still considered valuable guides. He died around A.D. 587. 
VARGA : [Division] Classification of planets in a natal chart under their six kinds of 
strength. (See Shad-Bala) 

VARGOTTAMA :A planet occupying the same zodiacal sign in the Navamsa (q.v.) as in the 
natal chart. Such a planet becomes very powerful in bestowing its auspicious results. 
VARNA :Class or caste. The four castes established under the code of Manu are Brahman 
(sacerdotal and learned class), Kshatriya (regal and warrior caste), Vaishya (trading and 
agricultural caste), and Sudra (service caste). 

VARNASHRAMA :The Vedic society enjoines each individual, specially the Brahmins to 
pass through four stages in life, viz., Brahmacharya, the celibate studentship; Grihastha, 
the life of a householder; Vanaprastha, the dweller in the woods, when he passes his time as 
an anchorite, and Sanyasa, a recluse. 

VARSHA PHALA :Annual horoscopy. Astrological prognostication pertaining to any 
special year. 

VARUNA :The universal encompasser, the allembracer. One of the oldest Vedic deities, a 
personification of the allinvesting sky, the maker and upholder of heaven and earth. He is 
often mentioned along with Mitra who was related with day while Varuna ruled over the 
night. In later times, he was the chief among the lower celestial deities, often identified with 
Adityas. He is the god of the seas and rivers, and rides a Makara (q.v.). His symbol is a fish. 
He is the regent of the western quarter and presides over Shatabhisag asterism (q.v.). He is 
said to be the son of Kardam and the father of Pushkara. In a way, he is said to be the 
father of Sage Vashishtha (q.v.) whom he taught the mysteries. He is gracious even to those 
who have committed sins and bestows them forgiveness and blesses them with spiritual 
guidance. 
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VASANT SAMPAT :Vernal equinox. 

VASI YOGA :See Vesi Yoga. 

VASHISHTHA :[Vashishtha = most wealthy]. A patronymic. A celebrated Vedic sage, one 
of the 7 great Rishis, Saptarishis (q.v.), and one of the 10 Prajapatis (q.v.). The sage was the 
possessor of a 'cow of plenty,’ Nandini, who had the power of granting him all things (Vasu) 
he desired, hence his name. He is said to have arisen in many ways. According to one 
version, he was a mind-born son of Brahma. The Rig Veda represents him and Sage 
Agastya to have sprung from Mitra and Varuna, respectively. The hymn says, "Thou, 0 
Vashishtha, art a son of Mitra and Varuna, born a Brahman from the soul of Urvashi." 
Vashishtha. had been a family priest of King Sudas, of Harishchandra, and of the line of 
Ikshavakus. He was also a preceptor of Rama. The Vishnu Purana states Urja, one of the 
daughters of Daksha, as his wife, while the Bhagavad Purana gives him Arundhati as his 
wife. A law-book and another on yoga are attributed to him. 

VASUS :A class of Vedic deities, 8 in number, chiefly known as the attendants upon Indra. 
They seem to have been personifications of natural phenomena. They are Aap (Water), 
Dhruva (Pole Star), Soma (Moon), Dhara/Dhava (Earth), Anil (Wind), Anal (Fire), 
Pratyusha (Light) and Prabhas (Dawn). Sometimes Aha (the deity presiding over day) is 
substituted for Aap. According to the Ramayana, they are the children of Aditi (q.v.). Vasus 
also stand for the number eight. As gods of light, Vasus preside over Dhanistha (q.v.), the 
23rd asterism. 

VASUKI :Sovereign of the Nagas, of serpents, who live in Patala. He is used by the gods and 
demons as the churning cord to be tied around the mountain Mandara which served as the 
central rod for the Churning of the Ocean allegory. 

VASUMATI YOGA :A planetary combination constituted by Venus, Jupiter and Mercury, 
provided Mercury is not associated with any malefic, in Upachaya house from ascendant or 
with Moon. It produces possibilities for the individual to become a billionaire- 

VAYU :Air, wind. The god of wind. One of the Vedic Trinity. He is associated with Indra 
and rides the chariot with him, Indra being the charioteer. Vayu is said to have sprung 
from the breath of Purusha, the Supreme Being. In another hymn, he is called the son-in- 
law of Tvastra. He is the regent of the north-western quarter where he dwells. Vayu is 
described as the father of Hanuman and Bhishma. He presides over Swati (q.v.), the 15th 
asterism. In Ayurveda, Vayu (or Prana) is one of the three humours of the physical system 
of the human body, the other two being kapha (phlegm) and pitta (bile). 

VEDA 

[Root: vid, to know or Divine knowledge]. Divine knowledge. The four ancient scriptures of 
the Hindus, whose antiquity has not yet been decidedly affirmed, -are probably the oldest 
records of human thought. 

They are known as Srutis, i.e., what is heard or revealed as distinguished from Smritis, i.e., 
what is memorised and considered as the composition of human origin. Each hymn of the 
Vedas bears the name of a Rishi to whom the hymn is supposed to have been revealed. The 
compilation of the Vedas is attributed to Krishna Dwaipayana, or Vedavyasa, but he 
regards himself merely as "the compiler" and not the composer. The Vedas are said to have 
emanated like breath from Brahma, who is regarded as the soul of the universe. 

All the Vedic writings are classified in two great divisions, viz., exoteric and esoteric: the 
Karma-Kanda, 'the department of action’ the ceremonials, and the Jnana-Kanda, 'the 
department of wisdom." The hymns and prayers come under the first, and the 
philosophical speculations of the Brahmans, especially of the Upanishads, under the second 
division. All are alike Srutis or revelations. Mantras, or Samhitas, and the Brahmanas are 
two distinct parts of the Vedas. To the Brahmanas are added the Aranyakas and 
Upanishads, mystical treasures which speculate upon the nature of Spirit and of God, and 
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exhibit a freedom of thought and ;peculation which give rise to various systems of Indian 
philosophy. 

According to traditional belief, the Vedas are Apaurushaya, 'not of human origin,' so these 
are considered Srutis in their entirety, and the Rishis whose names are associated with 
different hymns are those seers to whom the hymns and mantras were revealed. 

The Vedas are four in number, viz., Rig, Yajur, Sama and Atharva. The first three, 
according to Manu, have been "'milked out as it were from fire, air, and Sun." The Rig 
Veda is the oldest one; chief among the deities invoked are Agni, Indra or Vayu, and Surya. 
Among others Pitras, the heavenly fathers, Aditi , Varuna, Ushas (q.v.), Ashwinaus , 
Marutas , and Rudras can be included. 

Aurobindo has suggested that the Vedic presentation of divine wisdom needs a fresh look. 
He states: "The hypothesis I propose is that the Rig Veda is itself the one considerable 
document that remains to us from the early period of human thought of which the historic 
Eleusinian and Orphic mysteries were the failing remnants, when the spiritual and 
psychological knowledge of the race was concealed, for reasons now difficult to determine, 
in a veil of concrete and material figures and symbols which protected the sense from the 
profane and revealed it to the initiated. One of the leading principles of the mystics was the 
sacredness and secrecy of self-knowledge and the true knowledge of the Gods. This wisdom 
was, they thought, unfit, perhaps even dangerous to the ordinary human mind or in any 
case liable to perversion and misuse and loss of virtue if revealed to vulgar and unpurified 
spirits. Hence they favoured the existence of an outer worship, effective but imperfect, for 
the profane, an inner discipline for the initiate, and clothed their language in words and 
images which had, equally, a spiritual sense for the elect, a concrete sense for the mass of 
ordinary worshippers. The Vedic hymns were conceived and constructed on this principle. 
Their formulas and ceremonies are, overtly, the details of an outward ritual devised for the 
Pantheistic Nature Worship which was then the common religion, covertly the sacred 
words, the effective symbols of a spiritual experience and knowledge and a psychological 
discipline of self-culture which were then the highest achievement of the human race." (Cf. 
The Secret of the Veda, pp. 5-6) 

VEDANGA :[Veda + Angas = the members of the main body]. Constituents of the Vedas. 
Six in number, necessary for understanding and proper sacrificial employment of the Vedas 
are (i) Sikshas, the science of pronunciation, (ii) Chandas, the science of prosody, (iii) 
Vyakarana, the grammar, (iv) Nirukta, etymology or glossary, (v) Jyotisha, astronomy and 
astrology, and (vi) Kalpa, the rituals. 

VEDANTA :Esoteric and deeper teachings of the Vedas as propounded in the Upanishads 
and such other systems of thought. Uttara Mimarnsa, an important compilation attributed 
to Vedavyasa himself, constitutes an important source material for it. Sankara popularized 
the Vedantic thought and founded the Advaita philosophy as an outcome of this 
understanding. (See Sankar, Darshan) 

VEDHA :An opposition, an impediment or an obstruction. In astrology, it refers to 
impediments to favorable transit effects of a planet. 

VEDHA CHAKRA :A diagram which indicates if the transit effect of a planet is nullified by 
the presence of any other planet in any specific house. 

VEDHAKA :Same as Chhadaka . 

VENUS :See Shukra. 

VESI YOGA :A planet other than Moon occupying the 2nd house from Sun sign produces 
Vesi Yoga; a similar occupation in the 12th house leads to Vasi Yoga. When Sun sign is 
flanked by planets other than Moon on both sides, it produces Obhayachari Yoga. 

Persons born under Vesi Yoga are truthful, lazy, unbiased and rich. Vasi Yoga produces 
individuals skilled in many arts; they are charitable, strong, learned, renowned and 
glorious. These results get modified according to the planets, their nature, the houses they 
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own, and the houses in which the yoga is formed. In Obhayachari Yoga, the individual 
becomes an eloquent speaker, well proportioned in body, and delightful in temperament. He 
is popular, well received, wealthy and renowned. 

VIBHUTI PADA :Third chapter of Patanjali's Yoga Sutras. Therein the seer speaks of the 
accomplishments possible by acquiring yogic faculties. Patanjali describes the method of 
acquiring knowledge about the solar system and the various planets; he also indicates the 
method of deciphering the significance of different omens as well as the language of birds 
and animals. 

VIBHAVASU YOGA :A planetary combination formed by Mars either exalted or placed in 
the 10th house, exalted Sun in the 2nd house, and Moon along with Jupiter in the 9th house. 
It enables the individual born under the combination to get an adorable wife and lead a 
happy personal life. He will be rich and will occupy a high status in life. 

VIBHAWA :The 2nd year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras . It is ruled by Brahma. Persons 
born during this year are always agitated; they become smugglers but acquire much wealth 
and are helpful to others. 

VIDYA :Wisdom, learning. Ancient religious scriptures speak of Vidya and Avidya. The 
latter is caused by a special attribute of nature (See Prakriti) which produces illusion and 
the individual fails to recognize his real nature. Vidya refers to self-awareness, 
understanding of the real nature of Atman (q.v.), the esoteric laws of manifestation. Vidya 
itself is classified as Para Vidya and Apara Vidya, the former signifying inner, or esoteric, 
knowledge, and the latter, the outer, or exoteric, knowledge of things around oneself. 
VIDYUTA YOGA :A planetary combination formed by the lord of 11th house in exaltation 
along with Venus occupying a cardinal house in relation with the house occupied by the 
ascendant lord. It makes the individual charitable, affluent, and enables him to occupy a 
high status in life. 

VIJA :See Bija. 

VIJAYA :IVijaya = victory]. The 27th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras (q.v.). It is ruled 
by Vishnu. During this auspicious year, famous persons are born who are successful in 
different walks of life. 

VIJNANAMAYA KOSHA :One of the finer sheaths of human personality. It receives 
vibrations from subtler planes, under whose impulse the feeling of egotism is aroused and 
developed. 

VIKARI :The 33rd year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras (q.v.) ruled by Vishnu. Persons born 
during this year suffer from blood diseases. They are afflicted with bilious irregularities, are 
fond of forests and are devoid of any respectable financial status. 

VIKARATANA :[Vi-krit = to cut into parts, or to divide]. 'Shorn of his rags.' A name given 
to Sun because his radiance was shorn by Vishwakarma (q.v.) to make him adaptable to his 
wife, Sanjna, who could not bear Sun's inherent effulgence. Vikaratana is actually an 
initiatory rite performed under special conjuncture for special inner enfoldment. 

VIKRITI :The 24th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras (q.v.) ruled by Vishnu. The 
individual born during the year is humorous, skilled in dance and music, is charitable, self- 
respecting, and luxurious in living style. 

VIKRAMA :The 14th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras (q.v.). It is ruled by Brahma. 
Persons born during this year are contended, renowned, self-controlled, courageous, and 
religious. 

VIKSHEPA/SHARA : Celestial latitude. 

VILAMBI :The 32nd year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras (q.v.). It is ruled by Vishnu. 
Persons born during this year are lazy, afflicted with maladies, and burdened with family 
responsibilities. 

VILOMA :See Anuloma. 
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VIMSHOTTRI DASA :The system of planetary direction (q.v.) with a 120-year span and 
the planetary ruler ship determined on the basis of Moon's position in an asterism at the 
time of birth. Ashwini gives the ruler ship of Ketu; the order of subsequent ruler ships and 
the period of their ruler ships are as follows: 

Ketu-7 years; Venus-20 years; Sun-6 years; Moon-10 years; Mars-7 years; Rahu-18 years; 
Jupiter-16 years; Saturn-19 years; and Mercury-17 years. 

VINA YOGA :See Sankhya Yoga. This combination makes an individual fond of music and 
dance, and skilled in several fine arts. 

VINAYA :Prayer. In Buddhism, it refers to the canons of monastic discipline. 

VINITA :A daughter of Daksha, the wife of Kashyapa, and the mother of Aruna, the 
charioteer of Sun and Garuda, the vehicle of Vishnu. 

VIRAJ :Radiant; belonging to the royal or the military class. First progeny of Brahma. His 
birth is described in different ways. The Rig Veda states that Viraj sprang from Purusha, 
and from Viraj sprang the Purusha. Manu claims that Brahma created Viraj, from one half 
of his body from whorij Manu himself arose and created the world. According to Puranic 
stories, having become male and female, Brahma produced from the female, the male 
power-Viraj, who then produced the first Manu Viraj, the male half of Brahma is supposed 
to typify all male creatures, and Sat-Rupa, the female half, all female forms. 

VIRANCHI :A name of Brahma. 

VIREODHI :The 23rd year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras (q.v.) ruled by Vishnu. The 
individual born during the year is fearless, rebellious, fond of flesh-foods, yet he is ethical, 
respectful, and respected in his society. 

VIRODHKRITA :The 45th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras (q.v.) ruled by Rudra. 
Persons born during the year are unstable, unpredictable, and defiant of authority. 
VIRUPA :Unnatural, deformed; a demon. 

VISHAKHA :The 16th asterism extending from 2000 00' to 2130 20' of the zodiac. It is 
ruled by Jupiter, and its presiding deity is Agni, fire. It is classified as service class, a male 
by sex, a tiger by species, a demon by temperament, a cow by animal type, and is related 
with the eastern direction. Its basic motivation comes from Dharma, righteousness or 
religious duties, and its primary attribute, guna, is Tamas, stagnation. A potter's wheel is 
the symbol assigned to it. 

Vishakha prepares the individual for the impending changes and reorients him 
psychologically in a radical manner. 

VISHNU :[Root: Vish, to pervade]. That which has expanded. The second god of the Hindu 
Trinity. His primary task is the preservation of the universe. In the Rig Veda, Vishnu is 
considered a manifestation of solar energy, described as "striding through the seven regions 
of the universe in three steps and enveloping all things with the dust of his beams." The 
three steps stand for fire, lightning, and Sun; or the three phases of Sun in its rising, 
culmination and setting state. Vishnu is the embodiment of Sattwa Guna (q.v.). As a 
preserving and restoring power, he manifested himself to the world in a variety of forms, 
called avataras (q.v.). These avataras are 10 in number, but the Bhagavad Purana mentions 
them as 22 and adds that in reality they are innumerable. Rama and Krishna were his 
seventh and eighth avataras, respectively. 

Vishnu is represented as a comely youth of dark-blue colour. He has four arms, beating a 
conch, a discus called Sudarshana, a club, and a sword. On his breast is a peculiar mark 
called Sri Vatsa and the jewel Kaustubha, and on his wrist is the jewel called Syamantaka. 
He is sometimes represented seated on a lotus with his consort Lakshmi, or is depicted 
reclining on a leaf of that plant. On another occasion, he is described reclining on the 
serpent Seshanag, and at other times he is shown riding on his vehicle, Garuda. 

He is called Narayana, meaning one who floats on water. He is associated with the watery 
element. His devotees have given him one thousand names, compiled as Vishnu 
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Sahasranama, a religious scripture of great merit. Vishnu, in the form of Krishna, 
proclaimed: "Having created the universe and unsoiled it, I remain." 

VISHNU YOGA :A combination formed by the lords of the 9th and 10th houses as well as 
the lord of the Navamsa (q.v.) sign lord of the 9th (all three) posited in the 2nd house. It 
makes the individual favored in an important way by the state. By nature, he is patient, is 
erudite, skilled in debating and is an engaging conversationalist. He becomes rich and lives 
for long. 

VISHISHTHADVAITA :'The school of Hindu philosophy emphasizing qualified monism as 
preached by Ramanujacharya. 

VISHTI :An inauspicious Muhurtham (q.v.) represented as an ugly female demon born out 
of the wrath of Mahadeva. Vishti is represented as a repulsive figure with seven necks, 
seven arms, three legs, and a tail, riding a ghost. As a destructive apparition, she appears as 
Jwalanana, whose breath is fiery, Karali, formidable, Ghora Rudri, frightfully angry Maha 
Jihwa, long-tongued, Badavamukhi, tormenting face, Maari, devastating plague, and 
Yamajihwa, deadly-tongued. 

Her malefic face adversely affects certain lunar days. In election astrology (muhurtam), it is 
' advised to avoid the time sensitive to Vishti. In Horary astrology also, Vishti plays an 
important role. 

VISHUVAT VRITA :Equator. 

VISHWA :The manifested universe; Earth. 

VISHWAMSA :One-twentieth part of a zodiacal sign, each equal to 10 30'. The ruler ship 
of these portions is assigned according to a special rule. The first Vishwamsa of all cardinal 
signs begins with Aries, of all fixed signs with Sagittarius, and of all common signs with Leo. 
The rest are counted off seriatim from these signs. 

VISHWADEVA :The universe personified as a god; the presiding deity over Uttara 
Ashadha A particular group of ten deities supposed to be the sons of Vishwakarman (q.v.). 
VISHWAKARMAN :[Vishwa = universe; Karman = creator] Omnificent. Originally, an 
epithet of any powerful god, as of Indra and Surya, but subsequently, represented as a 
personification of the cosmic creative power. The Rig Veda described him as the one "all- 
seeing god, who has on every side eyes, faces, arms, and feet, who when creating heaven and 
earth, shapes them with his arms and wings; the father, generator, disposer, who knows all 
worlds, gives the gods their names, and is beyond the comprehension of mortals." In the 
Vedic hymns, he is said to sacrifice himself or to himself, which the commentators, the 
Nirukta, explained to imply that Vishwakarman first of all offered up all worlds in a 
general sacrifice (Sarvamedha) and ended by sacrificing himself. He is the artificer of the 
gods as well as the maker of their weapons. He revealed the science of architecture and 
mechanics (Sthapatya-veda). 

According to Puranic descriptions, Vishwakarma was the son of Prabhasa, the eighth Vasu, 
by his wife Yoga-Siddha. His daughter Sanjna (q.v.) was married to Sun. As Sanjna was 
unable to bear the effulgence of Sun in his primeval radiance, Vishwakarman sheared his 
rays, from which he formed the discus of Vishnu, the trident of Shiva, the weapons of 
Kubera, the lance of Kartikeya, and the weapons of several other gods. Vishwakarman is 
also represented as having made the great idol of Jagannatha. 

In his creative capacity, he is also designated as a Prajapati, and is said to be a mind-born 
son of Brahma. He is identified as Tvastra (q.v.). The name Vishwakarman also refers to 
Sun's ray which is said to provide light and heat to Mercury. 

VISHWAMITRA :A Vedic sage who was born a Kshatriya in a royal family but by his 
severe austerities raised himself to the Brahmin caste and became one of the Saptrishis 
(q.v.). According to the Rig Veda, he was a son of king Rusika, but later authorities make 
him the son of Gadhi, the king of Kanyakubja. He tasted his first great humiliation when 
sage Vashistha refused to part with his cow, Kamadhenu (also known as Nandini) and all 
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efforts to take it forcibly were thwarted. Vishwamitra felt that Vashishtha's supremacy and 
power ensued from his Brahmanic origin so he engaged himself in severe penance, tapas, 
and finally succeeded in his efforts. 

His austerities made Indra nervous lest he usurp Indra's throne. Menaka, a celestial 
nymph, was sent to distract Vishwamitra from his tapas, in which she succeeded. Their 
amour resulted in the birth of Shakuntala (immortalised by Kalidasa in an epic of same 
name) who gave birth to Bharata who lent his name to India and made it known as 
Bharatvarsha. Vishwamitra finally attained so much of spiritual power that he sent 
Trishanku alive to the heavenly world. Vishwamitra was an early teacher of Rama whom 
he took away at an' early age to his hermitage to get rid of Rakshasas (and to impart to 
Rama valuable lessons in arms). He was a priest of the solar dynasty of kings yet he put 
Harishchandra, who belonged to this lineage and had taken a vow of absolute truthfulness, 
to immense hardships to test his will to uphold his vow. Vishwamitra is also associated with 
several hymns in Rig Veda, including those which contain the Gayantri Mantra. 
VISHWARUPA :An epithet of Vishnu in the form of universe, wearing, all forms; 
omnipresent and universal. 

VISHWAVYACHA : ray of solar light which is said to irradiate Mercury. 
VRISHA/VRISHABHA :Also known as Vrishabha. The second zodiacal sign, Taurus (q.v.). 
It also refers to the 15th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras (q.v.) ruled by Brahma. Persons 
born during this year are stocky in build with coarse hair and small palms. They bring 
disrepute to their family, yet they earn much money. 

VRISCHIKA :Scorpio, the 8th zodiacal sign. It extends from 2100 to 2400 of the zodiac. It is 
ruled by Mars, and Moon is debilitated here. It is classified as a fixed sign, female by sex, 
watery by element, and related with the northern direction. It is connected with the 
generative organs. It is a highly mystic sign leading both to intense selfishness as well as to 
great occult attainments. 

VRITTA :Vritta, as mentioned in the Vedas, is a demon of drought and uncongenial 
weather with whom Indra is constantly at war and forcing him to release the rains. 

Vritta represents obstructers, opponents, who cover the truth, and does not let the clarity of 
an illumined mined mind penetrate it. Indra, as the illumined mind, has to destroy it before 
attaining heavenly bliss of perfect clarity of the primeval truth. 

VYANA :One of the vital airs circulating or diffusing in the body. 

VYASA :[Vyasa = to amplify, arrange, compile]. One who expands or amplifies; an 
interpreter, rather than a revealer, because what he reveals, interprets, explains or 
amplifies is a mystery to the profane. Vyasa, a generic term for great authors, originally 
referred to the seer who revealed the Vedas, composed the Mahabharata and compiled the 
Puranas. 

There are said to be 28 Vyasas, the last one being the author of Uttara Mimamsa 
VYATHIPATHA :An evil combination of importance in muhurtham (q.v.) consideration. 
Any undertaking commenced during this period meets certain failure. It is also the name of 
an Upagraha (q.v.). 

VYAYA :Expenditure. The 12th house in a natal chart is related with it. It is known as the 
house of Vyaya, Vyayasthanam, or the house of expenditure. It is also the name of the 20th 
year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras (q.v.) ruled by Brahma. Persons born during this year 
are charitable, luxurious, respectful and very amiable. 

YAJAMANA :A person who employs a priest or priests to perform yajnas (sacrifices and 
religious rituals) on his behalf and meets all expenses, including gifts and offerings (danam) 
to the officiating priest or priests. 

YAKSHA :A class of celestial beings created by Brahma who attend on Kubera (q.v.) and 
guard his treasures. They do not possess any special attribute, but are considered 
inoffensive and harmless creatures delighting in songs and dances. 
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YAMA :Retainer; also called Dharmaraja, the king of justice. He is said to be the son of 
Vivaswat (the Sun) (q.v.). In the Vedas, Yama is the god of death. He is the regent of the 
southern direction, has green skin and is clothed in red. He rides a buffalo, armed with a 
ponderous mace and a noose to draw the life of victims. 

In yogic literature, Yama stands for the fist step in the eightfold path of yogic discipline. In 
astrology, Saturn represents Yama. 

YAMA GANDHA/ YAMA-KANTAKA :An invisible planet; an upagraha (q.v.). Son of 
Jupiter and producer of auspicious results. Yama-Kantaka also refers to a duration lasting 
for about one-and-a-half hours to three hours, starting from 18, 14, 10, 6, 2, 26, and 22 
gratis after sunrise, while during night time the order begins with 2, 26, 22 and follows the 
same sequence respectively for the weekdays, beginning with Sunday. 

YAMARDRHA :1/8th part of day or night time, each of which is assigned to a planet. 
YAMOTVAR VRITTA 

Longitude, meridian. 

YANTRA :An instrument. Any device to obtain a result or to overcome any planetary 
maleficence. 

YAV YOGA :A planetary combination formed by all malefic in 1st and 7th houses and all 
benefices in 4th and 10th houses. It makes the individual courageous and his mid-span of 
life is very happy. 

YAVANA :The Greeks. The Puranas describe them as the descendants of Turvasu, who are 
associated with the tribes of north-west frontier. There were among the races conquered by 
King Sagara, one of the ancestors of Rama (q.v.) in astrological literature, reference is 
generally made to Yavanacharya who is believed to be the Greek philosopher Pythagoras of 
the Samoa Island. 

YAYATI :The fifth king of the Lunar race, and son-in-law of Shukra (Venus) by his 
marriage with Devayani. Yayati possessed an amorous nature and is said to have 
transferred his decrepitude to his son in exchange for his youth. At the end, disenchanted 
with the life of indulgence, he returned youth to its rightful owner and retired to forests. 
YEAR-SIDEREAL AND LUNAR :A calendar year of 365 days (366 days in a leap year) 
commonly divided into 12 months, beginning on January 1 and ending on December 31. A 
lunar year is equal to 12 lunar months. Astronomical year, or equinoctial year, or tropical 
year is the interval between one vernal equinox and the next. One sidereal year is the time 
taken by the earth to complete one revolution around Sun, measured in relation to the fixed 
stars. 

YOGA :Combination. Deep and abstract meditation. Concentration of mind and 
contemplation on the Supr6me taken together resulting in one's union with the Universal 
Spirit. Yoga discipline is associated with Patanjali. As part of Samkhya philosophy (q.v.) 
yoga is one of the six Darshans or schools of philosophy in India. 

Astrologically, yoga refers to planetary combinations and their special results, which affect 
the life of an individual. In traditional Indian ephemeris, known as Panchangam, yoga is 
also the name of a particular division of time, which are 27 in number. This time-division is 
different from the asterisms, which are also 27 in number. 

YOGA BINDU :A point located by adding the Nirayana latitude of Sun, Moon, and the 
beginning of the Pushyami Nakshatra, i.e., 930 20'. To get the Sayana longitude of the 
same, one has to add to it the Ayanamsa (q.v.) for the year. The point opposite to Yoga 
Bindu in a natal chart is known as Avayoga Bindu. 

YOGA KARAKA PLANETS :The special proclivities or significations of planets. These are 
considered in several ways. The general significations of different planets are as follows: 
Sun: Atnia, general temperament, health, capabilities, and wealth. 

Moon: Citta (consciousness), mother, happiness, prosperity, royal fayour, and wealth. 
Mars: Valour, brothers, brothers' sons, diseases, abilities, land and landed properties. 
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Mercury: Buddhi, learning, intelligence, discrimination, mother's brothers, friends and 
colleagues. 

Jupiter: Vidya, wisdom, knowledge, sons, wealth, and physical strength. 

Venus: Kama-Vasana (sexual desire), wife, conveyance, ornaments, and general happiness. 
Saturn: Longevity, misfortunes, and cause of death. 

Rahu: Karmic impediments grandfather. 

Ketu: Vairagya (renunciation), grandmother. 

The planets also acquire special significations (karakattwa) in every horoscope. If the 
planets occupy their own houses, exaltation sign, or a friendly sign and are mutually related 
or are in Cardinal houses, they acquire auspicious significations. Planets in their exaltation 
sign placed in 1st, 4th, 7th and specially in 10th houses attain special significations. 

Some planets are karakas (special causative potential) for certain specific houses in a 
horoscope which are as follow (figures in brackets show the house numbers in which that 
specific planet has special influence): 

Sun (1), Jupiter (2), Mars (3), Moon (4), Jupiter (5), Mars (6), Venus (7), Saturn (8), Jupiter 
(9), Mercury (10), Jupiter (11), and Saturn (12). 

In Jaimini astrology, karakattwa depends upon the longitudinal position of the planets 
overlooking the signs in which they are situated. The planet occupying the most advanced 
position in this way becomes Atma Karaka. (See Karkattwa) A planet simultaneously 
owning cardinal and trine houses also becomes a Yoga Karaka planet in order to produce 
very auspicious results. 

YOGA NIDRA :The meditative sleep. The great illusory energy of Vishnu and the illusory 
power manifested in Devi as Mahamaya, the great illusion. 

YOGA SUTRA : Aphorisms of Yoga. A treatise on Yoga usually associated with Patanjali. It 
contains four sections, viz., (i) Samadhi (meditation), (ii) Sadhana (practice), (iii) Bibhuti 
(accomplishments), and (iv) Kaivalya (liberation). The rules for practicing yoga are dated 
from a very ancient time, even prior to Patanjali. The doctrine helped to a great extent even 
Lord Buddha. Yajnavalkya was an early teacher of this meditational practice, whose name 
is also associated with Shatapatha Brahmana of Yajur Veda, Brihad Aranyaka and several 
other works on the subject. 

YOGINI :A sorceress. Yoginis are eight female demons attending on Durga. The term also 
refers to a female practitioner of yoga. 

YOGINI DASA :Refers to a system of Dasas. Yogini Dasa, which are eight in number, are 
Mangala, Pingala, Dhanya, I3hramari, Bhadrika, Ulka, Siddha, and Sankata. The 
prevailing Yogini Dasa at birth can be worked out by counting the number of birth- 
asterism, adding 3 to it, and dividing the total by 8. The remainder gives the Yogini Dasa to 
commence. The planets and the number of years assigned to them under this system are as 
follows: 

Moon-1; Sun-2; Jupiter-3; Mars-4; Mercury-5; Saturn-6; Venus-7; and Rahu-8. 

The number of years assigned to them for ruler ship is the same as in the above order, i.e., 1 
year for Moon, 2 for Sun, 3 for Jupiter, and so on. 

YONI :Womb and female generative organ. Alone Or in combination with Linga , it is an 
object of worship for the followers of the Shaktas. The term also refers to a place of birth, 
origin or generative cause. The word is also used to indicate family, stock, race, birth, form 
of existence, or species as in the case of Manushya Yoni, i.e., human kind. 

YUG YOGA :See Samkhya Yoga. Persons born with this combination in their natal chart 
are arrogant, drunkards and tend to begging. 

YUGA :Literally a yoke. An age. The exoteric classification gives 4-Yugas, viz., Krita or 
Satya, Treta, Dvapara, and Kali. The esoteric cycles regard Kali as the balancing point of 
greatest materiality in a series of 7 cycles retracing the Yugas until the age of regained 
innocence, Satya, is realised. Technically, a Yuga is a very small part of a kalpa (q.v.). 71 
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Maha Yugas form the period of the reign of one Manu which equals to 306,720,000 years. A 
Day of Brahma consists of 4,320,000,000 mortal years with an equal length of Pralaya or 
Night of Brahma. An Age of Brahma or Maha Kalpa equals 100 years of Brahma at 
3,110,400,000,000 years each. The total is given as the period of a solar universe during its 
Manvantara, with probably an equal period of dissolution or rest. It is said that only about 
5,000 years have so far advanced in the Kali Yuga of the Fifth Race, with 4,27,000 years 
pending. The periods spent in the subtler ages are enormously longer than those spent in 
the grosser. The Yugas apply to every division of manifestation from a planetary chain to 
birth and decay of a nation. There is a definite overlapping of racial Yugas. Ages, cycles, 
Yugas are not measured by physical changes but by stages of consciousness and many 
factors may affect the duration. Blavatsky indicates that all exoteric figures must be merely 
approximations, even if correctly interpreted. (See Manvantara, Kalpa and Kala) 

YUGMA :Even. 

YUGMA YOGA :A planetary combination formed by the lord of the 4th in 9th along with 
some benefic and Jupiter expecting it. A person born under this combination receives 
valuable gifts from the state and from persons in authority, and leads a happy and affluent 
life. 

YUPYOGA :A planetary combination formed by all planets in ascendant, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
houses. It makes the individual religious, charitable, generous, and he performs many 
important rites. 

YUVA :The 9th year in the cycle of 60 Samvatsaras 

ZODIAC :An imaginary belt stretching about 8' north and the same distance in the south of 
the ecliptic (q.v.) in which all planets, including Sun and Moon, remain during their 
revolution around Earth (in geocentric system). In the case of Moon, the deviation is only + 
50. This belt is divided into 12 equal parts of 300 each, represented by individual signs + 
called a Rasi (q.v.) or the sign of zodiac. Sayana or tropical signs of the zodiac start from the 
point of intersection of the ecliptic and the celestial equator, while Nirayana or the sidereal 
zodiac (q.v.) starts from the fixed origin The tropical longitude of any planet minus 
precession or ayanamsa (q.v.) on any specific date gives the Nirayana longitude of the 
planet. There is no universal agreement on the meeting point of the Nirayana and the 
Sayana zodiac, but the widely accepted date of coincidence, according to N.C. Lahiri, in 
India is A.D. 285. The 12 signs of the zodiac are highly occult divisions of the firmament, 
connected with many mythologies and esoteric teachings. Very strong supra physical, well 
differentiated esoteric impulses radiate through them, which vitally affect the universe, 
Earth, and life on this planet. Information about these impulses is given in religious 
scriptures in a garbled and veiled manner. Blavatsky states that the 12 signs of the zodiac 
are connected with the 12 sons of Jacob. Other scriptures also relate the zodiacal signs with 
mythological beings personifying powerful spiritual and supernatural forces. She even 
mentions that wherever the world religions mentioned the number 12, they mean the 
zodiacal signs. 

The following are the 12 signs of zodiac, with their presently believed basic significance: 

1. Aries: Ram, Mesham. Action less but with potency for action. The primeval cause of 
material existence but the seed of causation has not fructified to become the tree of life. 

2. Taurus: Bull, Vrishabham . The basic strife for creative union. Cosmic energy begins to 
flow at this stage: force as well as matter, both, are generated, which are necessary for 
causing action. 

3. Gemini: Twins, Mithunam. Duality. In fact, a trinity representing Father, Mother and 
the Holy Ghost; three guans (q.v.), viz., Sattwa, Rajas, and Tamas, or harmony, activity and 
dissolution, respectively; Trimurti, comprising Brahma, Vishnu, and Rudra, or creation, 
preservation and assimilation, respectively. It stands for Mahat, the cosmic intelligence. 
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4. Cancer: Crab, Karkatam. Archetypal ideation. Differentiation between land and water; 
also the differentiation of the vehicles of consciousness. The four levels of consciousness, the 
four directions of space, and the four heads of, Brahma (q.v.) are all related to it. 

5. Leo: Lion, Simham. The culmination of evolutionary ideational process. It represents 
God Incarnate in the material world. The individualized man has all the potential of the 
Supreme Being, but his powers are restricted. The Divine Essence assumes a creative role, 
like cosmic electricity, Feat . 

6. Virgo: Virgin, Kanya. Represents the Virgin Mother, Shakti, (q.v.). Consciousness in 
bondage but with an understanding that the shackles can be cast away. It represents Shakti 
or Mahamaya, controlling and guiding the six primary forces in nature. It materialises the 
cosmic electrical energy. The natural law of motion, of action and reaction, which acting on 
the life-principle becomes the Law of Karma (q.Vv.). 

7. Libra: Balance, Tula. Blavatsky considers it as the 36 tat was born of Avidly (q.v.), 
spiritual ignorance. At this stage, the centrifugal force, symbolized by the father, and the 
centripetal force, symbolized by the mother, are in balance. It joins the evolutionary 
outgoing path (Pravritti Marg) with the evolutionary ingoing path (Niuritti Marg). 

8. Scorpio: Scorpion, Vrishchikam. Incubation of the Serpent Energy, Kundalini (q.v.) 
which provides impetus for spiritual growth and enables control over hidden powers of 
nature. Scorpio refers to the recognition of the Divine Spark, hidden within oneself and all 
forms of manifestation, and expresses the strife to reveal it. Sagittarius: Archer, the truth 
seeker, bhanulDhanvi (sk). Dharma of the cosmic deity. It enables the Divine Spirit to 
illumine the inner man. It aims at psychic transformation. 

10. Capricorn: Crocodile, unicorn, goat, Makara (sk). Esoterically, it is the impulse in an 
individual to join ' occult hierarchy. At this stage, the inner light concealed under the 
deceptive mask begins to shine forth and the limitations of manifestation begin to crumble 
down. The bridge between the man and the superman. 

11. Aquarius: Water carrier, Kumbha. Human will now begins to transmute into divine 
will. Aquarius relates to two aspects of the creative process, complete annihilation of the 
past evolutionary course, and the birth of a new race or the beginning of a new life. It 
stands for a radical change involving purification of materialistic desire and giving a new 
direction to life. 

12. Pisces: Fishes, Meenam. The influence that confronts the manifesting soul with the 
enormity of cosmic existence, the knowledge of which annihilates all material dross in it and 
peace returns to it. Pisces represents the deluge in which the seed of future evolution is 
preserved. 


XXIV CLASSICAL JYOTISH / VEDIC ASTROLOGY 
TREATISES/BOOKS/TEXTS 


Treatises on Nativity 


Skanda Hora or Jyotishmati(God Brahma) 
Brihat Prajapatya (Daksha Prajapati) 
Leghu Prajapatya (Daksha Prajapati) 
Vasishta Hora (Sage Vasishta) 

Garga Hora (Sage Garga) 

Kousika Hora (Sage Viswamitra) 
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Sounaka Hora (Sage Sounaka) 

Brihat Parasara Hora Sastram (Sage Parasara) 

Surya Hora or Surya Jatakam or Suryaruna Samvadam (Sage Surya) 
Jaimini Sutram (Sage Jaimini) 

Brigu Sutram (Sage Brigu) 

Vedanga Jyotish (Lagadha) 

Yavaneswara Hora or Yavanajataka (Sage Yavaneswara) 
Vishnugupta Hora (Vishnugupta, also known as Canakya) 
Satyacharya Hora (Satyacharya) 

Jeevasarma Hora (Jeeva sarma) 

Srutakeerti Hora (Srutakeerti) 

Sidhasena Hora (Sidhasena) 

Maya Hora (Maya) 

Sphujudwaja Hora (King Sphujidwaja) 

MeenarajaHora or Vridha Yavana Hora (King Meenaraja) 
Saravali (Kalyana Verma) 

Brihat Jatakam (Varahamihira) 

Phala deepika (Mantreswara) 

Hora Saram (Prithu Yasas) 

Sarvartha Chintamani (Venkatesa Daivajna) 

Hora Ratna (Acharya Balabhadra) 

Jataka Parijatam (Vaidyanatha Deekshita) 

Chatkara Chintamani 

Kashyapa Hora 

Poorva Kalamritam (Ganaka Kalidasa) 

Uttara Kalamritam (Ganaka Kalidasa) 

Suka Nadi 

Deva Keralam or Chandra Kala 

Tajaka Neelakanthi (Neelakantha) 

Pranasanushata Padhati 

Prasna Ratna 

Prasna Margam (Panakkattu Sankaran Nambootiri Brahmin) 
Daivajna Vallabha (Varahamihira) 

Kaalaprakashika 


The Yavanajataka (Sanskrit for Saying (Jataka) of the Greeks (Yavanas)) is the earliest 
writing of Indian astrology. ... 


Treatises on Hindu Electional Astrology 


Adbhuta Sagaar 

Brihannarad 

Brihatdaivygyaranjan 

Brihatjyotisaar 

Daivygyamanoranjan Daivygyamanohar Granth 
Ganak Mandan 

Gian Manjari 

Hindu Electional Astrology (V K Shridhar) 
Jaganmohan Granth 

Jyotiprakash 
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Jyotirnibandh 
Jyotish Ratan 
Jyotishsaar 

Jyotish Chintamani 
Jyotirvidabharnam 
Kaal Khanda 

Kaal Nirnaya Deepika 
Kaal Prakashika 
Madhaveeyam 
Muhurtarnava 
Muhurt Bhaskar 
Muhurt Chintamani (Daivygya Ram) 
Muhurt Darpaan 
Muhurt Deepak 
Muhurt Deepika 
Muhurt Ganpati 
Muhurt Kalpadrum 
Muhurt Maala 
Muhurt Manjari 
Muhurt Martanda 
Muhurt Muktaavali 
Muhurt Prakash 
Muhurt Padavi 
Muhurt Saagar 
Muhurt Sangraha 
Muhurt Tattva 
Muhurt Tattvapradeep 
Muhurtarnava 
Rajmartanda 
Ratan Koosh 
Ratanmaala 
Samarsaar 

Shiv Swarodaya 
Vaivahaar Pradeep 
Vivah Kautuhal 
Vivah Patal 

Vivah Pradeep 
Vivah Saar 

Vivah Vrindavan 
Vyvahaarochchya 
Yoga Yatra 
Vyvaharsaar 
Muhurtha malya 


Samhitas — treatises on mundane, portents, omens, meteorology etc. 


Brahmarshi Samita 
Brihaspati Samhita 
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Brihat Samhita 
Parasara Samhita 
Garga Samhita 
Rishiputra Samhita 
Guru Samhita 
Kashyap Samhita 
Lomasha Samhita 
Naagarjun Samhita 
Narad Samhita 
Shakalya Samhita 
Samaas Samhita 
Samhita Pradeep 
Samhita Sidhhanta 
Satya Samhita 

Sur Samhita 
Vaikhaan Samhita 
Vasist Samhita 


Garga Samhita (The narrations of Garga) is a book written by the sage Garga and deals 
with the life of Krishna. 


Siddhanta — Astronomy and Mathematics and its application to 
astrology 


Ancient Surya Sidhata (Maya) 

Brahma Sidhanta (God Brahma) 
Lomasa Sidhanta (Sage Lomasa) 
Poulisa Sidhanta (Sage Poulisa) 
Pitamaha Sidhanta (God Brahma) 
Vasishta Sidhata (Sage Vasishta) 
Vridha Vasishta Sidhanta (Sage Vridha Vasishta) 
Garga Sidhanta (Sage Garga) 

Parasara Sidhanta (Sage Parasara) 
Pancha Sidhantika (Varaha Mihira) 
Modern Surya Sidhanta (Aryabhata IT) 
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